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This summer you will read (at least) three books.  Try to get in the habit of reading for 30 minutes each  

day, as you will be required to do every day of middle school!   

1. First, everyone should read Seedfolks, by Paul Fleischman. 

2. Next, choose TWO books from the list below.  Choose one book from column A and one book 

from Column B.   

Once you’ve completed the reading, please complete the tasks on the next page. 

Column A (Choose one) Column B (Choose one) 
Realistic Fiction 

 

A Mango Shaped Space (Wendy Mass) 

Liar and Spy (Rebecca Stead) 

 Little Women (Louisa May Alcott) 
 

Science Fiction and Fantasy 
 

The Mysterious Benedict Society (Trenton Lee 

Steward) 

Alice’s Adventure in Wonderland (Lewis Carroll) 

 
 

’s indicates more challenging reads 

Historical Fiction 
 

Bull Run (Paul Fleischman) 

Chains (Laurie Halse Anderson) 
 

Nonfiction 
 

Bomb (Steve Sheinkin)  

Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story 

About Brain Science (John Fleischman) 

 

Summer HW Checklist Due 

 Read three books (see p.1)  9/9 

 Complete Part A: Reading Response 
(p.3) 

9/16 

 Part B: Article Summary and News 
Reading Log  

9/25 

 (Optional) Part C (typing practice) (see p.2) 9/16 

 
 

 

New York City Department of Education 
New Explorations into Science, Technology + Math 

111 Columbia Street, New York, NY 10002 

212.677.5190   www.NESTmK12.net 
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Mr. Brendan Alfieri, MS AP 

 

 

 

Dear Soon-To-Be Sixth Graders, 

 

I am so excited to get to know you this fall!  

We have such a fun year of reading and 

writing ahead of us, so let’s get started, shall 

we?   
 

Talie Diamond 

Ndiamond2@gmail.com  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/458456.John_Fleischman
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Summer Assignment (Complete parts A and B.  C is optional) 

Part A: Reading Response 

After you’ve read three books from the reading list (see page 1), respond to one by doing the reading 

response project on p. 3.  (You can complete this task based on ANY of the three required books you 

have read). Please complete, type and double-space the writing assignment.  Please include a full 

heading at the top of the page (full name, due date, 6th grade ELA, and the title of the assignment).   

Due date: 9/8/2015 

Part B: Article Summary and Newspaper Reading Log 

Read at least 5 articles from newspapers or magazines.  Choose articles that are at least eight 

paragraphs long.  Please also read articles about different topics.  Keep a list of what you’ve read (on 

the log which is attached).  Choose one article that you especially enjoyed and use it to fill out the 

article summary (attached on page 4).  Make sure you attach your article to the article summary sheet! 

Due date: 9/16/2015 

Part C: Typing Practice (optional) 

In middle school you will be asked to hand in many typed assignments.  This task will be MUCH easier 

for students who know how to touch-type (type with both hands on the keyboard, without looking 

down at the keyboard at all).  Please get some practice over the summer!  Here are two free 

websites where you can practice: http://www.typingweb.com/ and http://typingclub.com/  

 

 

http://www.typingweb.com/
http://typingclub.com/
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Reading Response for Part A 
 

1. Write a series of letters to one character or many characters in the book. You can write letters as 

yourself writing to a character in the book, as a character from the book writing to another 

character in the book, or as a character you made up writing to a character in the book. Please 

include details that show you understand the book and try to use your language to show the 

different emotions you/the character might have experienced in response to events in the plot.  

Please include at least FIVE letters from different moments throughout the book. You should 

choose important moments from the beginning, middle and end.  

2. Please put an eye-catching cover page on your assignment. Use images you think represent the 

book to spice it up. You can hand-draw, create a collage, or design the cover using a computer, 

but make sure it’s original (don’t just copy and paste the book cover) and make sure the cover 

includes your name, the book title and the author’s name.  

Here’s an example (prepare for a lot of my examples to be based on the Harry Potter series): 

Dear Professor McGonagall,  

I received your letter, but I’m confused. I have never heard of Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 

Wizardry; I didn’t apply, I didn’t accept and I don’t know how you got my name! I am attending NEST+m 

in the fall. I plan on taking the F train from platform 1 because I’ve never heard of platform 9 ¾.  

As for the witchcraft you think I can do, I think you’re mistaken. I just have a knack for getting things 

done while I’m daydreaming. For example, sometimes I zone out for a moment or two, and when I 

come around again, I’ve knitted a few hundred sweaters. This is very reasonable behavior. I had a 

grandmother who built a scale model of England while watching an I Love Lucy episode (or was it a 

marathon?). Perhaps it’s a family trait. I’m sure this would be a life-changing event for many people, but 

I’m perfectly content not risking my life at least once a year just so I can make a feather hover.  

Sincerely,  

Ness Plussem 
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Name: _______________  (Part B) Article Summary + Newspaper Log         Ms. Diamond, ELA 
              

Title of Article:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Author:  __________________________           Date of Article: __________________ 
Name of Magazine or Newspaper: _________________________________________________________________ 
Summary of Article: (attach additional paper if needed) _________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Comments/Opinions/Connections: (attach additional paper if needed) _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IMPORTANT: ARTICLE MUST BE STAPLED TO THE BACK OF THIS PAGE! 
 

Criteria 

1: Does Not Meet 

Standards 

2: Approaching 

Standards 

3: Meets Standards 4: Exceeds 

Standards 

Purpose/ Content  

 

Does not meet 

goal(s) of the 

assignment; does not 

apply personal 

knowledge or 

analysis 

 

Directions not 

followed; incomplete 

Attempts to meet 

goal(s) of the 

assignment; Attempts 

to apply personal 

knowledge or analysis 

 

Directions not 

completely followed 

 

 

Meets goal(s) of the 

assignment; applies 

and attempts to 

apply personal 

knowledge or 

analysis 

 

All directions 

followed 

Exceeds goal(s) of the assignment; applies 

personal knowledge and analysis; shows 

“deep” thinking 

 

Student gives a clear summary of article using 

logical, complete sentences 

 

Student expresses his/her opinions of article 

using complete sentences 

Mechanics:  

(spelling, 

capitalization, 

punctuation) 

Shows no evidence 

of proofreading 

 

 

Shows  little evidence 

of proofreading  

 

 

Shows evidence of 

proofreading 

 

 

Shows evidence of proofreading 

 

There are no obvious errors with spelling, 

punctuation or grammar 
 

Newspaper Summer Reading Log 
# Title of Article Author Name of Publication Date of Publication 

1     
2     
3     
4     
5     
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