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NEST+m A.P. Literature and Composition: Summer Assignment 
 
Dear NEST+m rising seniors, 
 
Congratulations on completing your junior year—a major achievement! I’m looking forward to a 
productive, engaging, and intellectually stimulating A.P. Literature course, and to getting to know all of 
you as readers, writers, and thinkers. To that end, in preparation for your final year of high school 
English, please complete the following steps before returning to school in the fall: 
 
1. Read Jane Eyre, by Charlotte Brontë (any edition).  Note: This book is lengthy; do not leave the 
reading of it to the last minute. Our entire first unit of study will focus on Jane Eyre, and our second unit 
will focus on a book that depends on your deep and nuanced understanding of Jane Eyre; therefore, in 
order to succeed during First Semester of your senior year—an important time to achieve academically in 
preparation for college—it is crucial that you read this book carefully and completely. 
 
2. Based on your reading, write a well-organized essay (2 pages, typed, double-spaced, 12-point Times 
New Roman font) that answers ONE of the following questions: 
 

a. A bildungsroman, or coming-of-age novel, recounts the psychological or moral 
development of its protagonist from youth to maturity, when this character recognizes his 
or her place in the world. Select a single pivotal moment in the psychological or moral 
development of the protagonist of Jane Eyre, a bildungsroman. Then write an essay that 
analyzes how that single moment shapes the meaning of the work as a whole. Do not 
merely summarize the plot. (Question modified from 2013 A.P. Literature and 
Composition exam) 
 

b. Palestinian American literary theorist and cultural critic Edward Said has written that 
“Exile is strangely compelling to think about but terrible to experience. It is the 
unhealable rift forced between a human being and a native place, between the self and its 
true home: its essential sadness can never be surmounted.” Yet Said has also said that 
exile can become “a potent, even enriching” experience. In Jane Eyre, the protagonist 
experiences such a rift and becomes cut off from “home." Write an essay in which you 
analyze how Eyre's experience with exile is both alienating and enriching, and how this 
experience illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the 
plot. (Question modified from 2010 A.P. Literature and Composition exam) 

 

This essay is due on the first day of class in September, and will be used as an initial assessment of your 
writing and literary analysis skills. See grading rubric on back. 
 
3. Be prepared to take an exam on your knowledge of the novel. This exam will consist of multiple choice 
questions, short answers, and an essay, and will be your first major assignment of the year. In order to 
thrive during Marking Period 1, you will need to do well on the exam. 
 
I hope you have a relaxing, rich, and reading-filled summer, and I’ll see you in the fall! 
 
Sincerely, 
Ms. Palmer, Teacher of A.P. Literature and Composition 
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Grading Rubric for A.P. Literature Summer Assignment  

 9/8 on AP exam 7/6 on AP exam 5/4 on AP exam 3/2 on AP exam  Teacher comments: 

Thesis Establishes a precise and 
convincing thesis, while 
acknowledging complexity of 
issue/topic. (10) 

Establishes a precise 
and credible thesis, 
grounded in evidence 
and reasoning. (8) 

Establishes a general 
thesis that responds to 
the prompt. (6) 

States a thesis but 
does not completely 
address prompt. (4) 

 

Ideas Essay shows a unique 
treatment of the topic and in-
depth understanding. It 
includes details that go beyond 
the obvious, and makes 
connections and shares 
insights effectively. (20) 
 

Essay shows a narrow 
and manageable topic, is 
clear and focused, and 
attempts new ways of 
thinking about the topic. 
It shows insight and 
includes relevant and 
accurate details that 
enrich the theme. (17) 

Essay defines a general 
topic and includes 
reasonably clear ideas. 
Details are imprecise, 
and it shows some 
specifics. (15) 

Essay hints at a 
topic and leaves 
readers with 
unanswered 
questions. It 
includes sporadic 
details and offers a 
glimmer of a main 
point. (13) 

 

Textual 
Analysis 

Essay selectively integrates 
significant and relevant facts, 
concrete details, and quotations 
from the text in order to 
advance the thesis. Essay 
skillfully evaluates the 
evidence to support analysis 
and thesis. (20) 

Essay integrates facts, 
concrete details, and/ 
quotations from the text 
in order to advance the 
thesis. Essay evaluates 
the evidence to support 
analysis and thesis. (17) 

Essay attempts to 
integrate facts, details, 
and quotes from text, but 
the evidence is 
inaccurate, irrelevant, or 
insufficient. The essay 
attempts to evaluate the 
evidence, but analysis is 
irrelevant or insufficient. 
(15) 

The essay includes 
occasional facts or 
details, but makes 
no attempt to 
evaluate or analyze 
the information or to 
support thesis. (13) 

 

Organi-
zation 

Purposefully and clearly orders 
ideas/ info within and across 
paragraphs, using topic 
sentences to set up body Ps and 
transitions to clarify logic of 
argument. Conclusion 
strengthens position and raises 
credible implications. (20) 

Clearly orders ideas/ info 
within and across Ps, 
using topic sentences to 
set up body Ps and 
appropriate transitions to 
clarify reasoning and 
logic of argument. 
Conclusion supports 
position. (17) 

Orders ideas within and 
across Ps, using solid 
transitions to let reader 
follow argument. Topic 
sentences do not 
appropriately set up 
body Ps, and/or 
conclusion simply 
restates position. (15) 

Groups ideas and 
info through basic 
use of paragraph 
structure and some 
transitions. Topic 
sentences are absent, 
and/or conclusion 
confuses position. 
(13) 

 

Word 
choice 

Diction is powerful and 
engaging, accurate and precise, 
and creates lingering images. 
(15) 

Diction is engaging, 
accurate, and effective. 
Phrasing works well. 
(13) 

Diction is mostly clear 
and accurate, although 
sometimes general or 
ineffective. (11) 

Diction is functional 
and may convey 
general meaning, 
although is 
sometimes inaccurate. 
(9) 

 

Conven- 
tions 

All spelling and grammar are 
correct. Prose is carefully 
edited. (15)  

There are few spelling 
and grammar errors, 
which don’t detract 
from the meaning of the 
essay.  
Prose is edited. (13) 

Spelling and grammar 
errors are infrequent. 
Prose doesn’t seem to 
be edited. (11) 
 

Spelling and grammar 
errors are frequent. 
Prose isn’t edited. (9) 

 

Total Score:	    


