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ELA 8 Summer Assignment  

Hi! Welcome to 8th Grade ELA. Below you will find your summer assignment. If you have any 

questions, please contact me at: LTurnowski@schools.nyc.gov. Have a great summer!  

* * * 

Your 8th Grade summer assignment has two parts: 

 Assignment Due date 

 

Part I: Independent 

Reading 

 Read THREE (3) books from the list 

below. One of the books MUST be 

non-fiction.  

 Complete 2 reading logs (see attached) 

 

Monday, September 21st 

 

 

 

Part II: Human Nature 101 

 Read the attached excerpts from 

Human Nature: Opposing Viewpoints 

 Answer the critical thinking questions  

 

Monday, September 14th  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Part I: Independent Reading 

Due Monday, September 21st  

 

1. Read THREE books from the list below. Choose books that you have not read before. 

One book must be from a non-fiction genre.  

2. Fill out a reading log for each book you read (see attached) 

 

Summer Reading List 

 
REALISTIC FICTION 

 Beauty Queens by Libby Bray  

Lord of the Flies meets Honey Boo Boo 

 Black Hole Sun by David McGinnis Gill 
Buckle your seatbelts for adventure, horror and cannibals on Mars!  

 Daughter of Smoke and Bone by Laini Taylor  
Chimera, wishes, blue hair, angels, demons, forbidden love…and tea  

 The Eleventh Plague by Jeff Hirsch  

What happens when the world you thought you knew is turned upside down 

 Half Brother by Kenneth Oppel  
If your little brother’s a chimp, what does that make you? 

 Boys of Blur by N. D. Wilson  
A story about a boy and the ancient secrets that hide deep in the heart of the 
Florida everglades near a place called Muck City. 

 The Crossover by Kwame Alexander  
Josh and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has 
more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's 

story in verse.     

 Colin Fischer by Ashley Edward Miller  
Colin Fischer is a modern-day Sherlock Holmes, and his story is perfect for 

readers who have graduated from Encyclopedia Brown and who are ready to 

 Different Seasons by Stephen King 
Four mesmerizing novellas from the mastermind of mystery 

 Reality Check by Peter Abrahams 
After his adored ex-girlfriend Clea disappears from her ritzy Vermont 
boarding school, Cody-a working-class boy who, after a devastating knee 

injury, went from high-school football star to high-school dropout-travels to 
Vermont to find her, and becomes embroiled in a dangerous mystery. 

 Shadowed Summer by Saundra Mitchell 

Iris is ready for another hot, routine summer in her small Louisiana town, 

hanging around the Red Stripe grocery with her best friend, Collette, and 
traipsing through the cemetery telling each other spooky stories and 
pretending to cast spells. Except this summer, Iris doesn’t have to make up a 

story. This summer, one falls right in her lap. 
 

FANTASY 

 West of the Moon by Margi Preus  
In West of the Moon, award-winning and New York Times bestselling author 
Margi Preus expertly weaves original fiction with myth and folktale to tell the 

story of Astri, a young Norwegian girl desperate to join her father in America.  

 Far Far Away by Tom McNeal 
Jeremy Johnson Johnson hears voices. Or, specifically, one voice: the ghost of 
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consider the greatest mystery of all: what other people are thinking and 

feeling. 

 Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell 
Set over the course of one school year in 1986, this is the story of two star-
crossed misfits—smart enough to know that first love almost never lasts, but 

brave and desperate enough to try. When Eleanor meets Park, you’ll 
remember your own first love—and just how hard it pulled you under. 

 Fangirl by Rainbow Rowell 

Cath is a Simon Snow fan. Okay, the whole world is a Simon Snow fan, but for 
Cath, being a fan is her life--and she's really good at it. She and her twin sister, 
Wren, ensconced themselves in the Simon Snow series when they were just 

kids; it's what got them through their mother leaving. Cath's sister has mostly 
grown away from fandom, but Cath can't let go. For Cath, the question is: 
Can she do this? Can she make it without Wren holding her hand? Is she 

ready to start living her own life?  

 The Fault in Our Stars by John Green  
Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, 

Hazel has never been anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon 
diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly 
appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel’s story is about to be 

completely rewritten. 

 If I Stay by Gayle Forman  
In the blink of an eye everything changes. Seventeen year-old Mia has no 

memory of the accident; she can only recall what happened afterwards, 
watching her own damaged body being taken from the wreck. Little by little 
she struggles to put together the pieces- to figure out what she has lost, what 

she has left, and the very difficult choice she must make. Heart-wrenchingly 
beautiful, Mia's story will stay with you for a long, long time. 

 We Were Liars by E. Lockhart  

A mystery with an ending most readers won’t see coming, one so horrific it 
will prompt some to return immediately to page one to figure out how they 
missed it. At the center of it is a girl who learns the hardest way of all what 

family means, and what it means to lose the one that really mattered to you. 

 Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher 
Clay Jensen returns home from school to find a strange package with his 

name on it lying on his porch. Inside he discovers several cassette tapes 
recorded by Hannah Baker - his classmate and crush - who committed suicide 
two weeks earlier. Hannah's voice tells him that there are thirteen reasons 

why she decided to end her life. Clay is one of them. If he listens, he'll find out 

why. Clay spends the night crisscrossing his town with Hannah as his guide. 
He becomes a firsthand witness to Hannah's pain, and learns the truth about 
himself-a truth he never wanted to face. 

 The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky 
The Perks of Being a Wallflower is a story about what it’s like to travel that 
strange course through the uncharted territory of high school. The world of 

first dates, family dramas, and new friends. Of sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show. Of those wild and poignant roller-coaster days known as growing 
up. 

 The Absolute True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie  
Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on 
the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own 

hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm 
town high school where the only other Indian is the school mascot.  

 It’s Kind of a Funny Story by Ned Vizzini  

Like many ambitious New York City teenagers, Craig Gilner sees entry into 
Manhattan's Executive Pre-Professional High School as the ticket to his future. 

Determined to succeed at life-which means getting into the right high school 

to get into the right college to get the right job-Craig studies night and day to 
ace the entrance exam, and does. That's when things start to get crazy. 

 Sold by Patricia McCormack  

Lakshmi is a thirteen-year-old girl who lives with her family in a small hut on a 
mountain in Nepal. When the harsh Himalayan monsoons wash away all that 
remains of the family's crops, Lakshmi's stepfather says she must leave home 

and take a job to support her family. He introduces her to a glamorous 
stranger who tells her she will find her a job as a maid in the city. Glad to be 
able to help, Lakshmi journeys to India and arrives at "Happiness House" full 
of hope. But she soon learns the unthinkable truth: she has been sold into 

prostitution.  
 

Jacob Grimm, one half of The Brothers Grimm. Jacob watches over Jeremy, 

protecting him from an unknown dark evil whispered about in the space 

between this world and the next. 
            

SCIENCE FICTION/DYSTOPIA  

 Fire and Hemlock by Dianne Wynne Jones 
Polly Whittacker has two sets of memories. In the first, things are boringly 
normal; in the second, her life is entangled with the mysterious, complicated 

cellist Thomas Lynn. One day, the second set of memories overpowers the 
first, and Polly knows something is very wrong. Someone has been trying to 
make her forget Tom - whose life, she realizes, is at supernatural risk.  

 Feed by MT Anderson 
Identity crises, consumerism, and star-crossed teenage love in a futuristic 
society where people connect to the Internet via feeds implanted in their 

brains. 

 Divergent by Veronica Roth  
In Beatrice Prior's dystopian Chicago world, society is divided into five 

factions, each dedicated to the cultivation of a particular virtue—Candor (the 
honest), Abnegation (the selfless), Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the peaceful), 
and Erudite (the intelligent). On an appointed day of every year, all sixteen-

year-olds must select the faction to which they will devote the rest of their 
lives. For Beatrice, the decision is between staying with her family and being 
who she really is—she can't have both. So she makes a choice that surprises 

everyone, including herself. 

 Matched by Ally Condie  
Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the right choices for her: what 

to read, what to watch, what to believe. So when Xander's face appears on-
screen at her Matching ceremony, Cassia knows he is her ideal mate . . . until 
she sees Ky Markham's face flash for an instant before the screen fades to 

black. The Society tells her it's a glitch, a rare malfunction, and that she should 
focus on the happy life she's destined to lead with Xander. But Cassia can't 
stop thinking about Ky, and as they slowly fall in love, Cassia begins to doubt 
the Society's infallibility and is faced with an impossible choice: between 

Xander and Ky, between the only life she's known and a path that no one else 
has dared to follow. 

 Enlcave by Ann Aquierre 

New York City has been decimated by war and plague, and most of 
civilization has migrated to underground enclaves, where life expectancy is no 

more than the early 20's. When Deuce turns 15, she takes on her role as a 

Huntress, and is paired with Fade, a teenage Hunter who lived Topside as a 
young boy. When she and Fade discover that the neighboring enclave has 
been decimated by the tunnel monsters--or Freaks--who seem to be growing 

more organized, the elders refuse to listen to warnings. And when Deuce and 
Fade are exiled from the enclave, the girl born in darkness must survive in 
daylight--guided by Fade's long-ago memories--in the ruins of a city whose 

population has dwindled to a few dangerous gangs. 

 Delirium by Lauren Oliver 
Lena Haloway is very much looking forward to being cured and living a safe, 
predictable life. But then she meets enigmatic Alex, who lives under the 

government’s radar. What will happen if they do the unthinkable and fall in 
love? 

 

NONFICTION 

 The Reason I Jump by Naoki Higashida  
Naoki Higashida is a very smart, very self-aware, and very charming thirteen-

year-old boy with autism.  This is a one-of-a-kind memoir that demonstrates 

how an autistic mind thinks, feels, perceives, and responds in ways few of us 
can imagine.  

 The President Has Been Shot!: The Assassination of John F. 
Kennedy by James L. Swanson  
In his new young-adult book on the Kennedy assassination, James Swanson 

will transport readers back to one of the most shocking, sad, and terrifying 
events in American history 

 Simeon's Story: An Eyewitness Account of the Kidnapping of 

Emmett Till by Simeon Wright  
A 14-year-old black boy from Chicago visiting relatives in Mississippi in 1955, 
Till was taken from his uncle’s home by two white men; several days later, his 
body was found in the Tallahatchie River. This grotesque crime became the 



3 

 

HISTORICAL FICTION  

 The Book Thief by Markus Zusak  

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never 
been busier, and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living 
outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by 

stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help 
of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her 
stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the 

Jewish man hidden in her basement. 

 Curiosity by Gary Blackwood  
After his father goes to debtors’ prison, Rufus, a twelve-year-old chess 

prodigy, eagerly accepts a job offered by a dubious showman to operate the 
Turk, the celebrated automaton chess player. Because of the secret nature of 
his job, Rufus is kept under lock and key. How will Rufus escape the fate of 

remaining a helpless pawn and take control of his life? 

 Countdown by Deborah Wiles  
It's 1962, and it seems that the whole country is living in fear. When President 

Kennedy goes on television to say that Russia is sending nuclear missiles to 
Cuba, it only gets worse. Franny doesn't know how to deal with what's going 
on in the world--no more than she knows with how to deal with what's going 

on with her family and friends. But somehow she's got to make it. 

 The Brooklyn Nine by Alan M. Gratz 
In nine innings, this novel tells the stories of nine successive Schneider kids 

and their connection to Brooklyn and baseball. As in all family histories and all 
baseball games, there is glory and heartache, triumph and sacrifice.  

 

MYSTERY / SUSPENSE 

 The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier  
The Night Gardener follows two abandoned Irish siblings who travel to work as 

servants at a creepy, crumbling English manor house. But the house and its 
family are not quite what they seem. Soon the children are confronted by a 
mysterious spectre and an ancient curse that threatens their very lives. 

 Greenglass House by Kate Milford  
It’s wintertime at Greenglass House. The creaky smuggler’s inn is always quiet 
during this season, and twelve-year-old Milo, the innkeepers’ adopted son, 

plans to spend his holidays relaxing. But on the first icy night of vacation, out 
of nowhere, the guest bell rings. Then rings again. And again. Soon Milo’s 
home is bursting with odd, secretive guests, each one bearing a strange story 

that is somehow connected to the rambling old house.  

 Who Done It? by Jon Scieszka 
Can you imagine the most cantankerous book editor alive? Part Voldemort, 
part Cruella de Vil (if she were a dude), and worse in appearance and odor 

than a gluttonous farm pig? A man who makes no secret of his love of cheese 
or his disdain of unworthy authors? That man is Herman Mildew. 

 

catalyst for the civil rights movement.  At age 12, author Simeon Wright saw 

and heard his cousin Emmett whistle at a white woman at a grocery store; he 

was sleeping in the same bed with him when Emmett was taken; and he was at 
the sensational trial. This is his gripping coming-of-age memoir. 

 They Called Themselves the KKK: The Birth of an American 

Terrorist Group by Susan Campbell Bartoletti  
Boys, let us get up a club. With those words, six restless young men raided the 
linens at a friend’s mansion, pulled pillowcases over their heads, hopped on 

horses, and cavorted through the streets of Pulaski, Tennessee in 1866. The 
six friends named their club the Ku Klux Klan, and, all too quickly, their club 
grew into the self-proclaimed Invisible Empire with secret dens spread across 

the South. This is the story of how a secret terrorist group took root in 
America’s democracy. 

 Chew on This by Eric Schlosser  

In the New York Times bestseller Chew on This, Eric Schlosser and Charles 
Wilson unwrap the fast-food industry to bring you a behind-the-scenes look 
at a business that both feeds and feeds off the young. Find out what really 

goes on at your favorite restaurants—and what lurks between those sesame 
seed buns. 

 Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki 

Farewell to Manzanar is the true story of one spirited Japanese-American 
family's attempt to survive the indignities of forced detention . . . and of a 
native-born American child who discovered what it was like to grow up 

behind barbed wire in the United States. 

 Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood by Marjane Satrapi 
A memoir of growing up in Iran during the Islamic Revolution. In powerful 

black-and-white comic strip images, Satrapi tells the story of her life in Tehran 
from ages six to fourteen, years that saw the overthrow of the Shah’s regime, 
the triumph of the Islamic Revolution, and the devastating effects of war with 

Iraq. 
 
CLASSICS/PRIZE-WINNERS 

 The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald  

 The Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger  

 The Odyssey by Homer 

 Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

 Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen  

 Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 

 The Thing They Carried by Tim O’Brien 

 Animal Farm by George Orwell 

 Wuthering Heights by Jane Bronte 

 Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut  

 Brave New World by Aldous Huxley 

 The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck  

 Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
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READING LOG #1: 

Name:  ______________________   Official Class: 8__ 

Book title: ___________________   Author: _____________________ 

Genre: __________________ 

Rating (circle one):  

Loved it!        Hated it! 

 

5  4  3  2  1 

 

 

 Reading Response # 1 
Take a scene from your book and rewrite it from the POV of another character (or any 
character if the book is told in 3rd person). If you are reading nonfiction, you may speak 
with me about another creative way to show your understanding of the book. * This should 
be about a paragraph long (at least 5 sentences): you should choose a section that is 
narration, not dialogue (since dialogue wouldn't change). Also make sure that you show 
your understanding of the characterization of the character you choose. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Reading Response # 2 
Copy the best, the most interesting, or the worst line or quote from the book and explain 
why you liked/hated it or found it interesting. * One sentence should be the quote itself, 
then 3-5 sentences on why you loved or hated it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 

 

READING LOG #2: 

Name:  ______________________   Official Class: 8__ 

Book title: ___________________   Author: _____________________ 

Genre: __________________ 

Rating (circle one):  

Loved it!        Hated it! 

 

5  4  3  2  1 

 

 

 Reading Response # 1 
Take a scene from your book and rewrite it from the POV of another character (or any 
character if the book is told in 3rd person). If you are reading nonfiction, you may speak 
with me about another creative way to show your understanding of the book. * This should 
be about a paragraph long (at least 5 sentences): you should choose a section that is 
narration, not dialogue (since dialogue wouldn't change). Also make sure that you show 
your understanding of the characterization of the character you choose. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Reading Response # 2 
Copy the best, the most interesting, or the worst line or quote from the book and explain 
why you liked/hated it or found it interesting. * One sentence should be the quote itself, 
then 3-5 sentences on why you loved or hated it. 
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READING LOG #3: 

Name:  ______________________   Official Class: 8__ 

Book title: ___________________   Author: _____________________ 

Genre: __________________ 

Rating (circle one):  

Loved it!        Hated it! 

 

5  4  3  2  1 

 

 

 Reading Response # 1 
Take a scene from your book and rewrite it from the POV of another character (or any 
character if the book is told in 3rd person). If you are reading nonfiction, you may speak 
with me about another creative way to show your understanding of the book. * This should 
be about a paragraph long (at least 5 sentences): you should choose a section that is 
narration, not dialogue (since dialogue wouldn't change). Also make sure that you show 
your understanding of the characterization of the character you choose. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Reading Response # 2 
Copy the best, the most interesting, or the worst line or quote from the book and explain 
why you liked/hated it or found it interesting. * One sentence should be the quote itself, 
then 3-5 sentences on why you loved or hated it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Part II: Human Nature 101 

Due Monday, September 14th  

 
A. The following text is the introduction to the book, Opposing Viewpoints: Human Nature. The book 

itself is filled with excerpts from well-know philosphers, pyshcologists, researchers, theologist, etc; 

many different perspectives on human nature are presented. The introduction, unsurprisingly, gives 

well, an introduction to all of these ideas and why it is useful to think about our essential nature (or, 

at the very least, our behavior) in the first place.  

 

INTRODUCTION  

“In a time when change in certain aspects of ‘human nature’ has become necessary to the sruvival of our species, it is 

comforting to know what it can be done and has been done/. The problem of the scientist is to find out how.” – Ralph 

Linton, The Study of Man, 1936  

 

Coming to understand human nature is vitally important to everyone. Store managers need to appeal to the needs 

and desires of their customers. Teachers need to understand how to motivate students to learn. Engineers need to 

design tractors, computers and public transportation systems which are “user friendly”. In every field of study, and 

in every area of life, people are trying to understand why people do what they do. Those people with the best 

understanding of basic human motivations, or human nature, are the most likely to succeed in their chosen field.  

 The study of human nature is also unavoidable. As people work, play, and study, they form general ideas 

about human nature. These ideas or assumptions usually go unnoticed until someone notices a startling event or 

bizarre behavior. Suddenly someone says, “That’s weird! That’s unnatural! Why did they act that way?” This 

response is caused by a conflict between what is assumed to be normal, natural behavior for humans and the 

particular event which violates that expectation. Without realizing it, we are constantly forming and refining our 

general beliefs about human nature. Such assumptions about humanity need to be brought to our attention and 

evaluated. Otherwise, we will be blinded by a prejudice.  

 Human Nature: Opposing Viewpoints offers a survey of some of the ways in which writers have sought to 

understand human nature. Many writers have found that the social environment of a person is the best way to 

understand humans. Early childhood training, traumatic events, peer pressure, economic pressure, and other 

factors come together to make people do what they do. Other writers have pointed out that genetic factors 

(aggressive insticts, sexual impulses, hunger and social insticts) are key to understanding human behavior. Still 

others have championed views of human nature based on human freedom, human rationality or human spirituality. 

There have also been a number of thinkers who have doubted the existence of a nature common to all humans.  

 The subject of human nature if silled with controversy. Since so many people disagree about what 

constitutes human nature and how to understand it, some might be tempted to throw their hands up and declare 

the study of human nature a waste of time. Yet such a course of action would be impossible: stuyding human 

nature is essential to understanding oursleves and the world around us.  

 This collection of opposing viewpoints offers a broad cross-section of opinions on the contentious issue 

of human nature. The selections are drawn from a diverse group of authors representing an equally diverse group 

of disciplines: philosophy, psychology, biology, theology, natural history, literature and more.  

 

CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS: 

1. What arguments does the author of the Introduction give for why we should try to “understand human 

nature”?  

2. What are the various ways that the different authors included in the book explain human nature? Do not 

copy the words exactly, but restate them in your own way.  

3. Why does the author exhort us not to “throw [our] hands up and declare the study of human nature a 

waste of time”?  

 

B. The Chapter Preface (below) is the introduction to the first chapter, “What Factors Influence Human 

Nature”. It discusses the definition of human nature and provides a very brief summary of what the 

thinkers included in the chapter say about what influences human nature and behavior.  

 

1. How does the author define the term “human nature”? 
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2. Explain Erich Fromm’s argument that “humans are rather easy to understand and somewhat predictable, 

particularly if one has insight into the conditions that have shaped the individual.” What does this mean?  

3. Another argument is that “human behavior is rooted in certain biological instincts.” Explain the basic idea 

behind this argument.  

4. A third viewpoint is that humans can rise above social and biological influences and define themselves. 

Explain the basics of this argument.  

5. Explain Mortimer J. Adler’s idea of “potentialities”.  
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