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Seventh Grade Summer Reading and Writing Assignments 2014-2015 
 
Dear Seventh Graders, 
  You will read three books this summer.  This reading will count towards the twenty book requirement.   
 
All assignments will be completed in a composition notebook.  This will be the composition notebook 
that we will use in English class next year.  Please make sure this is a new notebook.  I am also 
requesting that you leave the first two pages of the notebook blank.   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 BOOK #1: Choose one book from this list.  Please don’t choose a book that you have previously read (I trust that you 

will be honest about this.)   
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
My Name is Not Easy by Debby Dahl Edwardson 
Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
 
 

 ASSIGNMENT FOR BOOK #1:  
1.  Read the article: “How Reading Makes Us More Human” by Karen Swallow Prior 
http://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2013/06/how-reading-makes-us-more-human/277079/ 
 

 In your composition notebook: 
 Write the title and author of the article, and then write a 6-8 sentence summary of the article. 
 State the central idea of the article.  Underline the sentence(s) in the article that best capture the central idea.   
 Support the central idea with three quotes from the article (you may bullet point the quotes). Highlight these 

quotes in the article. 
 Do you agree or disagree with the author’s claim that those “who often read fiction appear to be better able 

to understand other people, empathize with them and view the world from their perspective”? Explain your 
thoughts using details from the article/personal experiences to support your ideas.  

2. Write a 6-8 sentence summary of book #1.  Be sure to include specific text details in your summary. 
3. Write a paragraph about your favorite character, or a character you find most memorable.  Write about what 

made that character stand-out for you. What made the character special/memorable? Include specific text 
details in your response.   

4. In the article “How Reading Makes Us More Human”, Karen Swallow Prior writes:  “. . . the books I have read 
over a lifetime have shaped my worldview, my beliefs, and my life as much as anything else. From Great 
Expectations I learned the power the stories we tell ourselves have to do either harm and good, to ourselves 
and to others; from Death of a Salesman I learned the dangers of a corrupt version of the American Dream; 
from Madame Bovary, I learned to embrace the real world rather than escaping into flights of fancy; 
from Gulliver's Travels I learned the profound limitations of my own finite perspective; and from Jane Eyre I 
learned how to be myself.  
 Write an 8-10 sentence paragraph that states what you learned from Book #1.   

 For example: From The Book Thief I learned . . . (This should be a life lesson—not something specific to the plot or 
the setting of the book) 

 Supporting details should include specific text details that develop your topic sentence (What you learned) 
 Follow supporting details with your thoughts / commentary  
 End with a thoughtful conclusion sentence.  

DUE DATE FOR BOOK #1: SEPTEMBER 12, 2014 

http://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2013/06/how-reading-makes-us-more-human/277079/
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 BOOK #2:   Choose ONE book from this list.  Please don’t choose a book that you previously read (I trust that you will be 

honest about this.)  If you need a recommendation, feel free to see me during homeroom in Room 317, or ask a friend. You 
can also read a summary of the book on Amazon.com or barnesandnoble.com.  If you already read the book I listed here, but 
there is another book in the series that you haven’t read yet, you may read that book.   

HISTORICAL FICTION: 
Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson (*will connect to grade 7 
Social Studies ) 

In the Shadow of Blackbirds by Cat Winters 

Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Septys 

Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko 

The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to a Nation: 
Volume One by M.T. Anderson 

Never Fall Down by Patricia McCormick 

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 

REALISTIC FICTION: 
Elsewhere by Gabrielle Zevin 

When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead 

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 

Every Soul a Star by Wendy Mass 

Close to Famous by Joan Bauer 

The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen 

Smiles to Go by Jerry Spinelli 

Endangered by Eliot Schrefer 

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonneblick 

Half Brother by Kenneth Oppel 

Counting by 7’s by Holly Goldberg Sloan 

Colin Fischer by Ashley Edward Miller 

FANTASY/SCI-FI: 
Legend by Marie Lu 

 

Unwind by Neal Shusterman 

The Amulet of Samarkand by Jonathan Stroud 

Shadow and Bone by Leigh Berdugo 

Dodger by Terry Pratchett 

Uglies by Scott Westerfeld 

Enders Game by Orson Scott Card 

The Raven Boys by Maggie Stiefvater 

The 5
th

 Wave by Rick Yancy 

The Rithmatist by Brandon Sanderson 

The Selection by Kiera Cass 

The Diviners by Libba Bray 

Far Far Away by Tom McNeal 

The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer 

Enclave by Ann Aguirre 

Leviathan by Paul Westerfield (fantasy + historical fiction) 

The Alchemyst by Michael Scott 

The Looking Glass Wars by Frank Beddor 

Graceling by Kristen Cashore 

Ship Breaker by Paola Bacigalupi 

MYSTERY/SUSPENSE: 
The Case of the Missing Marquess: An Enola Holmes Mystery 
by Nancy Springer 

 

Down the Rabbit Hole by Peter Abrahams 

 

Doll Bones by Holly Black 

 

Under the Egg by Laura Max Fitzgerald 

 

Who Done It? by Jon Scieszka 
 

NOTEWORTHY CLASSICS (**if you choose from this list, you are to 
read an unabridged edition) 

FANTASY: 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll 

The Hobbit by JRR Tolkien 

Fairy Tales from the Brothers Grimm by Philip Pullman (ISBN- 
0607002497X) 

20, 000 Leagues Under the Sea by Jules Verne 

The Time Machine by H.G. Wells 

War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells 

The Little Prince by Antoine De Saint-Exupery 

D'Aulaires' Book of Greek Myths by Ingri d'Aulaire  

REALISTIC FICTION/HISTORICAL FICTION: 
The Red Pony by John Steinbeck 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 

Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 

MYSTERY: 
And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie 

The Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Ingri+d%27Aulaire&search-alias=books&text=Ingri+d%27Aulaire&sort=relevancerank
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 ASSIGNMENT FOR BOOK #2:   

This is to be completed in your composition notebook.  You can do this assignment as you read the 
book; you don’t have to wait until you complete it.  

 

1. Write a summary of your book; include the title and author in your summary. Don’t give away 
the ending! Put the book title on the top of the page and title this page: Summary 
(Approximately six sentences) 

 
2. Draw your favorite character.  Bullet point three important details about this character.  Put the 

book title on the top of the page and title this page: Favorite Character 
 

 
3. Draw a visual from your book or find an image that represents something from your book.  

Include a caption that explains your visual.  Also, include a quote from the text that connects to 
your visual. Put the book title on the top of the page and title this  page: Visual 

 
 
4. Write a connection to the book.  This can be a personal connection or a connection to 

something in society.  Be sure to support your connection with details from the book. Put the 
book title on the top of the page and title this page: Connections  (Approximately six sentences) 

 
6.   Review. Put the book title on the top of the page and title this page: Review 

--Draw the # of stars you give this book 

--Explain why someone should read or not read this book.  Include specific details from the book to 
support your ideas.  (Approximately six sentences) 

--People who like ___________________________________________ will enjoy reading this book. 

 

 

 

 

 

DUE DATE FOR BOOK #2: SEPTEMBER 19, 2014 
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 BOOK #3: Nonfiction List 

Choose ONE book from this list 

 Chinese Cinderella: The Story of an Unwanted Daughter by Adeline Yen Mah: In Chinese Cinderella, Adeline Yen Mah 
returns to her roots to tell the story of her painful childhood and her ultimate triumph and courage in the face of despair. 
Adeline's affluent, powerful family considers her bad luck after her mother dies giving birth to her. Life does not get any 
easier when her father remarries. She and her siblings are subjected to the disdain of her stepmother, while her 
stepbrother and stepsister are spoiled. Although Adeline wins prizes at school, they are not enough to compensate for what 
she really yearns for -- the love and understanding of her family. 

Bomb! The Race to Build-and Steal-the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon by Steve Sheikin.  In December of 1938, a 
chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: When placed next to radioactive material, a Uranium atom split 
in two. That simple discovery launched a scientific race that spanned 3 continents. In Great Britain and the United States, 
Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific community; in Norway, a commando force slipped behind enemy lines to 
attack German heavy-water manufacturing; and deep in the desert, one brilliant group of scientists was hidden away at a 
remote site at Los Alamos. This is the story of the plotting, the risk-taking, the deceit, and genius that created the world's 
most formidable weapon. This is the story of the atomic bomb. 

How I Discovered Poetry by Marilyn Nelson 
Looking back on her childhood in the 1950s, Newbery Honor winner and National Book Award finalist Marilyn Nelson tells 
the story of her development as an artist and young woman through fifty eye-opening poems. Readers are given an 
intimate portrait of her growing self-awareness and artistic inspiration along with a larger view of the world around her: 
racial tensions, the Cold War era, and the first stirrings of the feminist movement. 

The Notorious Benedict Arnold: A True Story of Adventure, Heroism and Treachery by Steve Sheinkin.  Most people know 
that Benedict Arnold was America’s first, most notorious traitor. Few know that he was also one of its greatest war heroes. 
This accessible biography introduces young readers to the real Arnold: reckless, heroic, and driven. Packed with first-person 
accounts, astonishing battle scenes, and surprising twists, this is a gripping and true adventure tale. 

**Connects to 7
th

 Grade Social Studies curriculum 

 
Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different by Karen Blumenthal 
From the start, his path was never predictable. Steve Jobs was given up for adoption at birth, dropped out of college after one semester, 
and at the age of twenty, created Apple in his parents' garage with his friend Steve Wozniack. Then came the core and hallmark of his 
genius--his exacting moderation for perfection, his counterculture life approach, and his level of taste and style that pushed all 
boundaries. A devoted husband, father, and Buddhist, he battled cancer for over a decade, became the ultimate CEO, and made the 
world want every product he touched. 

The Year We Disappeared by Cylin Busby:  When Cylin Busby was nine years old, she was obsessed with Izod clothing, the Muppets, and 
her pet box turtle. Then, in the space of a night, everything changed. Her police officer father, John, was driving to work when someone 
leveled a shotgun at his window. The blasts that followed left John’s jaw on the passenger seat of his car—literally. Overnight, the Busbys 
went from being the "family next door" to one under 24-hour armed guard, with police escorts to school, and no contact with friends. 
Worse, the shooter was still on the loose, and it seemed only a matter of time before he’d come after John—or someone else in the 
family—again. With their lives unraveling around them, and few choices remaining for a future that could ever be secure, the Busby 

family left everything and everyone they had ever known…and simply disappeared. 

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James L. Swanson:  Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews 
with relatives of the conspirators and the manhunters, CHASING LINCOLN'S KILLER is a fast-paced thriller about the pursuit 
and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of 
Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia.  Based on James Swanson's bestselling adult book MANHUNT: THE 12-DAY CHASE 
FOR LINCOLN'S KILLER, this young people's version is an accessible look at the assassination of a president, and shows 
readers Abraham Lincoln the man, the father, the husband, the friend, and how his death impacted those closest to him. 



 5 

Guys Write for Guys Read: Boys’ Favorite Authors Write About Being Boys:  More than 80 guys (from Lloyd Alexander to 
Paul Zelinsky) contribute very short anecdotes about their boyhood. Scieszka has truly compiled a who's who of male 
writers, many from the YA world: Chris Crutcher reminisces about a disgusting high-school initiation rite involving raw 
oysters; M. T. Anderson recalls his constant worrying; Richard Peck writes of a Halloween prank gone awry; and Darren 
Shaw provides a "manguyifesto," asserting that guys burp and wrestle and "don't do pink." Short entries and often lively 
subject matter make this a fine choice for reluctant readers.  

Chew On This: Everything you Don't Want to Know About Fat Food by Charles Wilson and Eric Schlosser:   In the New York 
Times bestseller Chew on This, Eric Schlosser and Charles Wilson unwrap the fast-food industry to bring you a behind-the-
scenes look at a business that both feeds and feeds off the young. Find out what really goes on at your favorite 
restaurants—and what lurks between those sesame seed buns. 

 I Am Scout: The Biography of Harper Lee by Charles J. Shields:  To Kill a Mockingbird is one of the most widely read novels 
in American literature. It’s also a perennial favorite in highschool English classrooms across the nation. Yet onetime author 
Harper Lee is a mysterious figure who leads a very private life in her hometown of Monroeville, Alabama, refusing to give 
interviews or talk about the novel that made her a household name. Lee’s life is as rich as her fiction, from her girlhood as a 
rebellious tomboy to her days at the University of Alabama and early years as a struggling writer in New York City.  

Knucklehead: Tall Tales and Almost True Stories of Growing Up by John Scieszka:  Inspired book design makes the volume 
look like an old-school comic. The front cover features an elementary-aged Scieszka popping up out of a military tank, 
surrounded by explosions and bombers, while the back advertises a "Treasure Chest of Fun" and displays chapter titles and 
excerpts along with nostalgic graphics. Scieszka answers the oft-asked question, "Where do you get your ideas?" with a 
slew of childhood anecdotes and his family's escapades that have given him plenty of material from which to draw.  

Dear Bully by Megan Kelley Hall and Carrie Jones 
Today's top authors for teens and young people come together to share their stories about bullying—as bystanders, as 
victims, and as the bullies themselves—in this moving and deeply personal collection.  
 
I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban by  Malala Yousafzai and Christina Lamb 
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced 
and fought for her right to an education.  On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate 
price. She was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to 
survive. Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern 
Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she has become a global symbol of peaceful protest and 
the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
The Nazi Hunters: How a Team of Spies and Survivors Captured the World's Most Notorious Nazi by Neal Bascomb  
In 1945, at the end of World War II, Adolf Eichmann, the head of operations for the Nazis' Final Solution, walked into the 
mountains of Germany and vanished from view. Sixteen years later, an elite team of spies captured him at a bus stop in 
Argentina and smuggled him to Israel, resulting in one of the century's most important trials -- one that cemented the 
Holocaust in the public imagination. 
 

Fooling Houdini: Magicians, Mentalists, Math Geeks, and the Hidden Powers of the Mind by Alex Stone 
From the back rooms of New York City’s age-old magic societies to cutting-edge psychology labs, three-card monte games 
on Canal Street to glossy Las Vegas casinos, Fooling Houdini recounts Alex Stone’s quest to join the ranks of master 
magicians.  As he navigates this quirky and occasionally hilarious subculture populated by brilliant eccentrics, Stone pulls 
back the curtain on a community shrouded in secrecy, fueled by obsession and brilliance, and organized around one 
overriding need: to prove one’s worth by deceiving others. 
But his journey is more than a tale of tricks, gigs, and geeks. By investing some of the lesser-known corners of psychology, 
neuroscience, physics, history, and even crime, all through the lens of trickery and illusion, Fooling Houdini arrives at a host 
of startling revelations about how the mind works--and why, sometimes, it doesn’t. 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Malala-Yousafzai/e/B00EZMLL5W/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Nazi-Hunters-Survivors-Captured-Notorious/dp/0545430992/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1402357391&sr=1-1&keywords=nazi+hunters+how+a+team+of+spies+and+survivors+captured+the+world%27s+most+notorious+nazi
http://www.amazon.com/Neal-Bascomb/e/B00DVQ8NCC/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1402357391&sr=1-1
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Assignment for Book #3 

Choose THREE critical scenes/parts from your nonfiction book. I recommend you have post-its available when 
you read.  When you think you come across a critical scene, you can mark that page with a post-it.   

Critical scenes/ parts can be: 

 A place in the book where something surprising/something out of the ordinary happens 

  A place in the book where you read something that shifted/changed your thinking 

 A place in the book where there was a shift/change  in events 

 A place in the book where you (the reader) discover something new about yourself, or the world you live 
in 

 A place in the book where a person in the book discovers something about himself/herself 

 A place in the book where a person in the book does, says, or thinks something out of the ordinary 

In your composition notebook, identify the critical scene 

 Write the title of the book 

 Critical Scene #__: p. # 

 Write a description of scene. (3-4 sentences) 

 Write a reflection / give your thoughts on this critical scene. (4-6 sentences) 

Here are some prompts to get you started: 

This scene from the book is important because  _______________________________________________. 

I’m realizing  _________________________________________________. 

I used to think ________________________________, but now I think  --------------------------------------. 

I agree with __________________________________ because _____________________________. 

I disagree with ____________________________________because ________________________________. 

Be sure to follow these prompts with specific details from the text that develop the prompt 

 

**You need to do the above assignment 3x (you are choosing three critical scenes).  

Entries can be done over an extended period of time—you don’t have to do all three entries at one time. 

 

DUE DATE for BOOK THREE: September 29th  
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A few other things . . . 
 

 I expect all assignments to be done neatly and thoughtfully. 

 Try to have at least one book done by the end of July. If you are still reading one of the books in 

September, that is ok.   

 Bring an independent reading book, the article, and the composition notebook on the first day 

of school. 

 Since these assignments aren’t due on the first day of school, you can ask me questions when 
we meet if you are confused about any parts of the assignment.   
 

 Use only blue/black pen or pencil in your composition notebook. 
 

 Visuals can be done in pencil or colored pencil. 
 

 Don’t use markers in your composition notebook. 
 

 Please date all entries. 
 

 If you prefer to type, you must paste typed entries into your composition notebook.  All typed 
entries must be double-spaced; 12 point font.   

 
IMPORTANT:   

 Although I am requiring that you read only THREE books this summer, you can read more.  This 

will give you a jump start at fulfilling the twenty book requirement.  I will allow you to count as 

many as five books (the three required, plus two more) from the summer towards the twenty 

book requirement.   

 I have also attached the reading log that we will be using in September.  If you don’t want to 

wait until September to log them, you may log them as you complete them this summer.   

DON’T COMPLETE THE SECTION WITH THE BULLET POINT. WE WILL REVIEW THAT IN SEPTEMBER. 

 
Happy reading, and enjoy your summer! 
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Name:       Seventh Grade Reading Log   2014-2015 
 

1.  Book Title:       Author:  
 
Genre:        # of pages:_________ 
 
# of Stars:   One sentence review: 
 
 
 
People who like _______________________________________will like this book. 
 
 

 Central Idea / Main Idea of this book: 

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

2.  Book Title:       Author:  
 
Genre:        # of pages:_________ 
 
# of Stars:   One sentence review: 
 
 
 
People who like _______________________________________will like this book. 
 
 

 The most important idea / lesson I am taking away from this book is: 

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
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Dear Future Seventh Graders- 
     Here are some new books I came across recently that received very favorable reviews.  If you would like, 
you can read one of these and count it for Book #2.  I also added three nonfiction choices.  Ellen (-: 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier (Mystery) 
A Victorian ghost story with shades of Washington Irving and Henry James. More than just a spooky tale, it’s also a moral 
fable about human greed and the power of storytelling. The Night Gardener follows two abandoned Irish siblings who travel 
to work as servants at a creepy, crumbling English manor house. But the house and its family are not quite what they seem. 
Soon the children are confronted by a mysterious spectre and an ancient curse that threatens their very lives. 
     "Lots of creepiness, memorable characters, a worthy message, Auxier’s atmospheric drawings and touches of humor 
amid the horror make this cautionary tale one readers will not soon forget." -Kirkus Reviews, starred review 
 

Curiousity by Gary Blackwood (Historical Fiction / Mystery) 
     Intrigue, danger, chess, and a real-life hoax combine in this historical novel from the author of The Shakespeare Stealer 
Philadelphia, PA, 1835. Rufus, a twelve-year-old chess prodigy, is recruited by a shady showman named Maelzel to secretly 
operate a mechanical chess player called the Turk. The Turk wows ticket-paying audience members and players, who do not 
realize that Rufus, the true chess master, is hidden inside the contraption. But Rufus’s job working the automaton must be 
kept secret, and he fears he may never be able to escape his unscrupulous master. And what has happened to the previous 
operators of the Turk, who seem to disappear as soon as Maelzel no longer needs them?  
 

Greenglass House by Kate Milford (Mystery) 
It’s wintertime at Greenglass House. The creaky smuggler’s inn is always quiet during this season, and twelve-year-old Milo, 
the innkeepers’ adopted son, plans to spend his holidays relaxing. But on the first icy night of vacation, out of nowhere, the 
guest bell rings. Then rings again. And again. Soon Milo’s home is bursting with odd, secretive guests, each one bearing a 
strange story that is somehow connected to the rambling old house. As objects go missing and tempers flare, Milo and 
Meddy, the cook’s daughter, must decipher clues and untangle the web of deepening mysteries to discover the truth about 
Greenglass House—and themselves. 
* "An abundantly diverting mystery seasoned with mild fantasy and just a little steampunk." —Kirkus, starred review 
 

West of the Moon by Margi Preus (Folklore) 
In West of the Moon, award-winning and New York Times bestselling author Margi Preus expertly weaves original fiction 
with myth and folktale to tell the story of Astri, a young Norwegian girl desperate to join her father in America.  After being 
separated from her sister and sold to a cruel goat farmer, Astri makes a   daring escape. She quickly retrieves her little 
sister, and, armed with a troll treasure, a book of spells and curses, and a possibly magic hairbrush, they set off for America. 
With a mysterious companion in tow and the malevolent “goatman” in pursuit, the girls head over the Norwegian 
mountains, through field and forest, and in and out of folktales and dreams as they steadily make their way east of the sun 
and west of the moon. 

 
The Riverman by Karen Foxlee (Mystery) 
Alistair Cleary is the kid who everyone trusts. Fiona Loomis is not the typical girl next door. Alistair hasn't really thought of 
her since they were little kids until she shows up at his doorstep with a proposition: she wants him to write her biography. 
What begins as an odd vanity project gradually turns into a frightening glimpse into the mind of a potentially troubled girl. 
Fiona says that in her basement, there’s a portal that leads to a magical world where a creature called the Riverman is 
stealing the souls of children. And Fiona’s soul could be next.  
Boys of Blur by N. D. Wilson (Realistic Fiction / Mystery) 
Fans of Jerry Spinelli's Maniac Magee and Louis Sachar's Holes will enjoy this story about a boy and the ancient secrets that 
hide deep in the heart of the Florida everglades near a place called Muck City. 
 
When Charlie moves to the small town of Taper, Florida, he discovers a different world. Pinned between the everglades and 
the swampy banks of Lake Okeechobee, the small town produces sugar cane . . . and the fastest runners in the country. Kids 
chase muck rabbits in the fields while the cane is being burned and harvested. Dodging flames and blades and breathing 
smoke, they run down the rabbits for three dollars a skin. And when they can do that, running a football is easy.  But there 
are things in the swamp, roaming the cane at night, that cannot be explained, and they seem connected to sprawling 
mounds older than the swamps.  
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The Crossover by Kwame Alexander (Realistic Fiction) 
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight 
I’m delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. 
But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse.   Josh and 
Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as 
their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire family. 
 
The Boundless by Kenneth Oppel (Adventure) 
All aboard for an action-packed escapade from the internationally bestselling author ofAirborne and the Silverwing trilogy.  
The Boundless, the greatest train ever built, is on its maiden voyage across the country, and first-class passenger Will 
Everett is about to embark on the adventure of his life!  When Will ends up in possession of the key to a train car containing 
priceless treasures, he becomes the target of sinister figures from his past. In order to survive, Will must join a traveling 
circus, enlisting the aid of Mr. Dorian, the ringmaster and leader of the troupe, and Maren, a girl his age who is an expert 
escape artist. With villains fast on their heels, can Will and Maren reach Will’s father and save The Boundless before 
someone winds up dead? 
 
 
 
 
 
Nonfiction 
 
The Reason I Jump by Naoki Higashida (Nonfiction- can count for Book #3 / Nonfiction requirement) 
Naoki Higashida is a very smart, very self-aware, and very charming thirteen-year-old boy with autism.  This is a one-of-a-
kind memoir that demonstrates how an autistic mind thinks, feels, perceives, and responds in ways few of us can imagine. 
Parents and family members who never thought they could get inside the head of their autistic loved one at last have a way 
to break through to the curious, subtle, and complex life within. 
  
 
The President Has Been Shot!: The Assassination of John F. Kennedy by James L. Swanson (Nonfiction- can count for Book 
#3 / Nonfiction requirement) 
In his new young-adult book on the Kennedy assassination, James Swanson will transport readers back to one of the most 
shocking, sad, and terrifying events in American history. Swanson deploys his signature "you are there" writing style -- a 
riveting, ticking-clock pace, with an unprecedented eye for dramatic details and impeccable historical accuracy -- to tell the 
story of the JFK assassination as it has never been told before. 
 
Simeon's Story: An Eyewitness Account of the Kidnapping of Emmett Till by Simeon  Wright (Nonfiction- can count for 
Book #3 / Nonfiction requirement) 
A 14-year-old black boy from Chicago visiting relatives in Mississippi in 1955, Till was taken from his uncle’s home by two 
white men; several days later, his body was found in the Tallahatchie River. This grotesque crime became the catalyst for 
the civil rights movement.  At age 12, author Simeon Wright saw and heard his cousin Emmett whistle at a white woman at 
a grocery store; he was sleeping in the same bed with him when Emmett was taken; and he was at the sensational trial. This 
is his gripping coming-of-age memoir. 

 


