
 
                                                                             New Explorations into Science Technology and Math 

 
Dear NEST+m Rising Seniors, 
 
Congratulations on completing your junior year—this is a major achievement! We’re looking forward to a 

productive, engaging, and intellectually stimulating English 12 course, and to getting to know all of you 

as readers, writers, and thinkers. To that end, in preparation for your final year of high school English, 

please complete the following steps before returning to school in the fall: 
 
1. Read Jane Eyre, by Charlotte Brontë (any edition). You may turn to SparkNotes or other study 

resources for support, but relying exclusively on these tools will not be sufficient; you must read the 

novel in its entirety.  Note: This book is quite lengthy; do not leave the reading of it to the last minute. 

Our entire first unit of study will focus on Jane Eyre, and our second unit will focus on a book that 

depends on your deep and nuanced understanding of Jane Eyre; therefore, in order to succeed during 

First Semester of your senior year—an important time to achieve academically in preparation for 

college—it is crucial that you read this book carefully and completely. 
 
2. Choose a significant scene from the novel and re-narrate it from another character's perspective (1.5-2 

pages, typed, double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font). Do not change plot details; instead, 

consider how this other character’s age, social status, background, gender, personality, perspective, 

beliefs and/or feelings might affect and alter the scene’s narration, and write accordingly. For your 

narration, choose one of the following characters as narrator: 
 Helen Burns 
 Mr. Brocklehurst  
 Edward Rochester 
 Adele Varens 
 Grace Poole 
 St. John Rivers 
 Mrs. Reed 
 Bessie Lee 

 
3. Write a half-page analysis of your narrative. In your analysis, respond to the following questions: How 

is your re-telling of the scene different from the original, and what do those differences reveal about your 

chosen character? Why did you include, not include, and/or change certain narrative details? What is the 

effect of your retelling—in other words, how does it affect the truth of the scene? Though this analysis is 

short, it should be thorough and insightful. 
 
This assignment (#s 2 and 3) is due on the first day of class in September (see grading rubric on 

back). This assignment will be used as an initial assessment of your writing and literary analysis skills. 

Please take it seriously, and try to have fun with it! 
 
4. Be prepared to sit for an exam on your knowledge of the novel upon your return in September. This 

exam will consist of multiple choice questions, short answers, and an essay, and will be your first major 

assignment of the year. In order to thrive during Marking Period 1, you will need to do well on the exam.  
 
I hope you have a relaxing, rich, and reading-filled summer, and we’ll see you in the fall! 
 
Sincerely, 
Ms. Swann-Pye and Mrs. Penrod, Teachers of English 12 
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Voice (out 

of 20) 
The writer’s energy 

and passion for the 

subject drive the 

writing, making the 

text lively, expressive, 

and engaging. The tone 

and flavor of the piece 

fit the topic, purpose 

and audience well, and 

the narrative text is 

provocative, lively, and 

designed to hold a 

reader’s attention. (20) 

The writer seems 

sincere and willing to 

communicate with the 

reader on a functional, 

if distant, level. The 

tone and flavor of the 

piece could be altered 

slightly to better fit 

the topic, purpose or 

audience. (16) 

The writer seems 

distanced from topic, 

audience, or both; as a 

result, the text may 

lack life, spirit, or 

energy. The tone is 

inappropriate for the 

topic, purpose, and/or 

audience, and/or the 

writer does not project 

personal enthusiasm for 

the topic or make it 

come alive for the 

reader. (12) 

Teacher 

comments: 

Use of 

character 

detail and 

appro-

priate 

POV (out 

of 30) 

Author provides 

specific, rich, and 

purposeful details that 

fully demonstrate 

depth and roundedness 

of their chosen 

character, and how that 

character’s POV would 

affect the narration. 

(30) 

The details of the 

author’s chosen 

character remain 

broad – however, they 

are rooted in the text. 

Author occasionally 

demonstrates how the 

character’s POV 

would affect the 

narration. (26) 

Few details are 

provided and/or details 

are inconsistent with 

the text. The author 

makes little or no effort 

to demonstrate how the 

character’s POV would 

affect the narration. 

(20) 

Teacher 

comments: 

Conven-

tions (out 

of 20) 

The writer shows 

excellent control over a 

wide range of standard 

writing conventions 

and uses them with 

accuracy and creativity 

to enhance meaning. 

Errors are so few and 

minor that a reader can 

easily overlook them. 

(20) 

The writer shows 

reasonable control 

over the most widely 

used writing 

conventions, creating 

text that is readable. 

There are enough 

errors to distract an 

attentive reader; 

however, errors do 

not seriously impair 

readability or obscure 

meaning. (16) 

The writer 

demonstrates limited 

control even over 

widely used 

conventions. Errors are 

frequent and/or serious 

enough to be 

distracting; it is hard 

for the reader to focus 

on ideas. (12) 

Teacher 

comments: 

Re-

narration 

analysis 

(out of 30) 

Author clearly and 

coherently explains 

narrative choices, and 

fully analyzes how 

those choices 

appropriately convey 

the shift in POV and 

Author explains 

his/her narrative 

choices, and 

demonstrates some 

analysis of how those 

choices convey the 

shift in POV and 

Author offers little 

explanation of his/her 

narrative choices, and 

little or no analysis of 

how those choices 

convey the shift in 

POV and resulting re-

narration. (20) 

Teacher 

comments: 
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Total Score: 

 

resulting re-narration. 

(30) 
resulting re-narration. 

(26) 

     


