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Summer HW Checklist Due 

 Read three books (see p.1)  9/9 

 Complete Part 1: Reading Response (p.3) 9/16 

 Part 2: Article Summary and News 
Reading Log  

9/16 

 (Optional) Part C (typing practice) (see p.2) 9/16 

Dear Incoming Sixth Graders, 

 

The 6th grade teachers are so excited to get to know you this fall!   

 

We have designed this summer reading assignment so we can all discuss the story together 

in September. Please read the assigned books carefully so that you’re prepared to discuss 

them in our first week together. We hope you enjoy these books as much as we do! 
 

- Talie Diamond 

Ndiamond2@schools.nyc.gov  
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Part 1: Reading and Reading Response  
 

This summer you will read (at least) three books.  Try to get in the habit of reading for 30 minutes each 

day, as you will be required to do every day of middle school!   

 

1. First, everyone should read Hoot, by Carl Hiaasen.  

 

2. Next, choose one book from this list and read it carefully. (s indicate more challenging 

books.) 

 

A Mango Shaped Space (Wendy Mass) 

Liar and Spy (Rebecca Stead) 

 Little Women or Little Men (Louisa May Alcott) (Note: Little Women should include Good 

Wives, the second half of the story) 

The Mysterious Benedict Society (Trenton Lee Stewart) 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (Lewis Carroll) 

 

3. Now choose one book from this list. We’ll break into book clubs to discuss all of the summer 

reading books in our very first week, so read carefully and think deeply!  

 

Chains (Laurie Halse Anderson) 

Bull Run by Paul Fleischman  

The Dark Game: True Spy Stories (Paul B. Janeckzo) 

Bomb (Steve Sheinkin)  

Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story About Brain Science (John Fleischman)  

 

4. Now you have read a total of 3 books, and you’re ready to complete your reading response.  

 

Choose one of those three books you read and write a series of letters to one character or 

many characters in the book. You can write letters as yourself writing to a character in the 

book, as a character from the book writing to another character in the book, or as a 

character you made up writing to a character in the book. Please include details that show 

you understand the book and try to use your language to show the different emotions you/the 

character might have experienced in response to events in the plot.  Please include at least 

FIVE letters from different moments throughout the book. You should choose important 

moments from the beginning, middle and end. Type and double-space the letters with a full 

heading at the top of the first page (full name, due date, 6th grade ELA). This will be your first 

chance  

5. Please put a cover page on your assignment.  

Use images you think represent the book to spice it up. You can hand-draw, create a collage, 

or design the cover using a computer, but make sure it’s original (don’t just copy and paste 

the book cover) and make sure the cover includes your name, the book title and the author’s 

name.  

Due date: 9/16/2016

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/458456.John_Fleischman
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Here’s an example (prepare for a lot of my examples to be based on the Harry Potter series): 

 

Dear Professor McGonagall,  

I received your letter, but I’m confused. I have never heard of Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 

Wizardry; I didn’t apply, I didn’t accept and I don’t know how you got my name! I am attending 

NEST+m in the fall. I plan on taking the F train from platform 1 because I’ve never heard of platform 9 

¾.  

As for the witchcraft you think I can do, I think you’re mistaken. I just have a knack for getting things 

done while I’m daydreaming. For example, sometimes I zone out for a moment or two, and when I 

come around again, I’ve knitted a few hundred sweaters. This is very reasonable behavior. I had a 

grandmother who built a scale model of England while watching an I Love Lucy episode (or was it a 

marathon?). Perhaps it’s a family trait. I’m sure this would be a life-changing event for many people, 

but I’m perfectly content not risking my life at least once a year just so I can make a feather hover.  

Sincerely,  

Ness Plussem 

 

This example is based on a previous student’s work: 

Dear Alice, 

Did you have a good nap? I hope you did. This brings me to my last question: would you rather live in 

our world or a world like Wonderland? There are interesting things in both worlds. An upside of our 

world is that not everyone is completely mad. It’s easier to get along when everything makes sense. 

But in Wonderland, they are probably more likely to accept crazy ideas. Thinking about impossible 

things helps open your mind to the differences between us. You can be friends with the Mad Hatter 

even though he doesn’t think like you. On the other hand, in Wonderland, you are much more likely 

to go insane.  

Think about this as it will be the last letter you will ever receive from me. The reason for this is that you 

have responded to none of my letters, which I find very rude. Therefore, I no longer wish to be 

acquainted with you. 

Goodbye forever,  

D.M.  
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Part 2: Article Summary + Newspaper Log        
 

Choose a topic that is often in the news this summer (for example: the presidential election, climate 

change, gender equality in sports). Read at least 4 articles about that topic from newspapers or 

magazines. Keep a list of what you’ve read (on the log, which is attached).  Write a paragraph 

summarizing the issue for someone who may not be familiar with it and a paragraph giving your 

opinions on the topic.  Your paragraphs should fill up the space provided and include supporting 

details from what you read. Make sure you attach your articles to the article summary sheet! 

In ELA and 6th grade math, we’ll be studying real-world issues. You’ll read lots of non-fiction articles to 

help you research causes that are important to you. This is great practice! 

Due date: 9/16/2016 
 

Your Name: _____________________________________________________________  
              

Topic:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary of Topic:  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How do you feel about this issue? Feel free to include opinions, comments and personal connections:  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________Don’t forget to staple the articles to this page! 
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Please fill out these reading logs and turn them in with your assignments.  

 
Book Reading Log 

# Title of Book Author How many stars 
would you give this 
book? (Out of 5) 

1 Hoot Carl Hiaasen  

2    

3    

 
 
 

Newspaper Reading Log 
# Title of Article Author Name of Publication Date of Publication 

1     

2     

3     

4     
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Rubrics for the summer Assignments 
This is how you’ll be graded on your work this summer. Always aim for “Exceeds Standards.” 
 
Reading responses 

Criteria 

 

Falls Below 

Standards  

Approaches 

Standards 

Meets Standards  Exceeds 

Standards  

Comprehension/Use 

of details 

The project does 

not include 

meaningful details 

from the book that 

show the student’s 

understanding.  

 

The project includes 

some details or 

references to the 

book, but there is 

insufficient evidence 

that the student truly 

comprehended the 

book.  

 

The project uses 

key details and 

references to the 

book that show 

comprehension.  

 

The project reveals not 

only a comprehension 

of the book through 

relevant details and 

references, but it also 

shows that the student 

has thought deeply 

about the content.  

The student adds his 

or her own insights 

into the project.  

Language  The language is 

unclear. 

The language is 

typically clear with 

some confusing 

passages. 

The language is 

clear and on level.  

The language is 

inspired.  

Mechanics: 

(spelling, 

capitalization, 

punctuation) 

Shows no 

evidence of 

proofreading 

Shows little 

evidence of 

proofreading 

Shows evidence of 

proofreading 

There are no obvious 

errors with spelling, 

punctuation or 

grammar 

 

News Summary + Opinions 

 

Criteria 

1: Does Not Meet 

Standards 

2: Approaching 

Standards 

3: Meets 

Standards 

4: Exceeds 

Standards 

Purpose/ 

Content  

 

Does not clearly 

explain the issue using 

supporting details; 

does not apply 

personal knowledge or 

analysis 

 

Directions not 

followed; incomplete 

Attempts to 

summarize the issue 

clearly; Attempts to 

apply personal 

knowledge or 

analysis 

 

Directions not 

completely followed 

 

 

Offers a clear 

summary; applies 

and attempts to 

apply personal 

knowledge or 

analysis 

 

All directions 

followed 

Gives a succinct but 

complete summary; 

applies personal 

knowledge and 

analysis; notes trends 

and themes; shows 

“deep” thinking 

 

 

Mechanics:  

(spelling, 

capitalization, 

punctuation) 

Shows no evidence of 

proofreading 

 

 

Shows  little evidence 

of proofreading  

Some sentences are 

incomplete.  

 

Shows evidence 

of proofreading 

Sentences are 

mostly clear and 

complete.  

There are no obvious 

errors with spelling, 

punctuation or 

grammar 

 


