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Summer HW Checklist Due 

 Read three books 
 

Recommended schedule: 
Book #1 finish by 7/26 
Book #2 finish reading by 8/23 
Book #3 finish reading by 9/21 (last 
official day of summer) 

 Complete Book #1 Assignment 9/9 

 Complete Book #2 Assignment 9/16 

 Complete Book #3 Assignment 9/30 

Dear Seventh Graders, 
  This summer you will read at least three books.  This reading will count towards the independent reading twenty book 
goal.  In Middle School, we want to continue to read independently on a daily basis, grow as readers, and enjoy what we 
read.  This goal is to help support this.  Although I am requiring that you read only THREE books this summer, you can 
read more.  I will allow you to count as many as five books (the three required, plus two more) from the summer 
towards meeting your goal.   
 
Your assignments will be completed in a composition notebook.  This will be the composition notebook that we will use 
in English class next year.  Please make sure this is a new notebook. It must be a composition notebook—not a spiral-
bound notebook.   
 
A few other things . . . 

 Bring an independent reading book and the composition notebook on the first day of school. 

 Since these assignments aren’t due on the first day of school, you can ask me questions when we meet if you are 
confused about any parts of the assignment.   

 When writing responses, use only blue/black pen or pencil in your composition. Don’t use markers in your 
composition notebook; however, you can use colored pens/ fine tip markers for decorative purposes.   

 Please date all notebook entries. 

 If you prefer to type, you must paste typed entries into your composition notebook.   All typed entries must be 
double-spaced; 12 point font.   

 

I look forward to meeting you in September. Happy reading, and enjoy your summer! 
Ellen Sands 
esands@schools.nyc.gov 
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Book #1 Assignment  
 

 

 

We will all be reading: 
 

Echo by Pamela Munoz Ryan 
 

ASSIGNMENT FOR BOOK #1:  
 In your composition notebook, do the following: 

--Write the title, author, and # of pages 
--Write a 6-8 sentence summary of your book. 
    Your summary should include: 

 the title and author of the book 
 the main idea of the book 
 specific text details that support the main idea 
 the setting, conflict,  and the main character should be included ( you 

might have to do this for each character: Otto, Mike, Friedrich, and Ivy) 
 

The sisters say to Otto, “Your fate is not yet sealed. Even in the darkest night, a star will shine, a bell 
will chime, a path will be revealed.”  
What do you think this means to Otto, Friedrich, Mike, and Ivy? What does this mean to you? Relate 
this quote to your own life. 
 
  Design a page in your notebook where you write the quote on the top or the middle of the page. 
Then create a graphic organizer where you explain what the quote means for each character (Friedrich, 
Mike, Ivy, Me).  Your organizer can be a chart, web, flow chart.  Include a visual with each character on 
your organizer (a picture of the character, a symbol, etc . . .).  Visuals can be a drawing or a computer 
graphic.  Make this page in your notebook visually appealing—be creative! If you need more than a 
page, do it as a spread in your notebook (across two pages). 
 

  Write a paragraph about what you learned (life lesson) 
 For example: From Echo I learned . . . (This should be a life lesson—not something specific to the plot 

or the setting of the book) 
 TWO supporting details: include specific text details that develop your topic sentence (What you 

learned) 
 Follow supporting details with your thoughts / commentary.  Think about how you can apply this life 

lesson to your own life.    
 End with a thoughtful conclusion sentence.  
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                                    Book #2 
Choose ONE book from this list.  Please don’t choose a book that you previously read (I trust that you will be honest about this.)  If you need a 

recommendation, feel free to see me during homeroom in Room 317, or ask a friend. You can also read a summary of the book on Amazon.com or 
barnesandnoble.com.  If you already read the book I listed here, but there is another book in the series that you haven’t read yet, you may read 
that book.   

HISTORICAL FICTION: 
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson (*will connect to grade 7 Social Studies ) 

The War That Saved My life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 

Salt to the Sea by Ruta Septys 

The Hired Girl by Laura Amy Schlitz 

Chasing Secrets by Gennifer Choldenko 

Stella and Starlight by Sharon M. Draper 

Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko 

The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to a Nation: Volume One 
by M.T. Anderson 

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 

REALISTIC FICTION: 
Elsewhere by Gabrielle Zevin (some fantasy, too) 

The Boundless by Kenneth Oppel (Adventure) 
 
Summerlost by Ally Condie 
 
How it Went Down by Kekla Magoon 
 
Fuzzy Mud by Louis Sacher 
 
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander (sports) 

Goodbye Stranger by Rebecca Stead 

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 

Every Soul a Star by Wendy Mass 

The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen 

Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick 

We Were Liars by E. Lockheart 

Half Brother by Kenneth Oppel 

FANTASY/SCI-FI: 
Legend by Marie Lu 
 
Unwind by Neal Shusterman 
 
Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard 

The Amulet of Samarkand by Jonathan Stroud 

Shadow and Bone by Leigh Berdugo 

Dodger by Terry Pratchett (fantasy+historical fiction) 

Uglies by Scott Westerfeld 

Enders Game by Orson Scott Card 

The Rithmatist by Brandon Sanderson 

Far Far Away by Tom McNeal 

Graceling by Kristen Cashore 

The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer 

Leviathan by Paul Westerfield (fantasy + historical fiction) 

Challenger Deep by Neal Shusterman 

The Young Elites by Marie Lu 

Eragon by Christopher Paolini 

The Nest by Kenneth Oppel 

MYSTERY/SUSPENSE: 
The Case of the Missing Marquess: An Enola Holmes Mystery by Nancy Springer 

Jackaby by William Ritter (mystery + historical fiction) 

Thirteen Chairs by Dave Shelton 

Curiousity by Gary Blackwood 
 
Greenglass House by Kate Milford (Mystery) 
 
Down the Rabbit Hole by Peter Abrahams 
 
Doll Bones by Holly Black 
 
Under the Egg by Laura Max Fitzgerald 
 
The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier 
 
Mrs. Peregrine Series by Ransom Riggs 
 
NOTEWORTHY CLASSICS (**if you choose from this list, you are to read an unabridged 
edition) 
FANTASY: 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll 

The Hobbit by JRR Tolkien 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

Fairy Tales from the Brothers Grimm by Philip Pullman (ISBN- 0607002497X) 

20, 000 Leagues Under the Sea by Jules Verne 

The Time Machine by H.G. Wells 

War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells 

The Little Prince by Antoine De Saint-Exupery 

REALISTIC FICTION/HISTORICAL FICTION: 
The Red Pony by John Steinbeck 

Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 

Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 

MYSTERY: 
And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie 

The Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
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Book #2 Assignment  

 
 In your composition notebook, do the following: 

1. Write the title, author, and # of pages 
2.  Write a 6-8 sentence summary of your book. 
Your summary should include: 

 the title and author of the book 
 the main idea of the book 
 specific text details that support the main idea 
 the setting, conflict,  and the main character should be included  

 

3. Draw the number of stars you give this book and write 6-8 sentences giving your thoughts 
about the book.  Consider: What did you like/ dislike? Did it change your thinking about 
something? Did it make you think about something you never thought about before? Share 
the thoughts you had while reading this book.   

 

4. Choose one meaningful quote from this book that you think best captures something about 
the main character or the theme.  

 (Include the page #) Explain what this quote reveals about your character / theme and why it is 
important.   

 

 

NOTE:  You will be giving a “Book Talk” about this book to a 
small group of peers in September 
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Book #3  
Choose ONE book from this list.  Please don’t choose a book that you previously read (I trust that you will be 
honest about this.)  If you need a recommendation, feel free to see me during homeroom in Room 317, or 
ask a friend. You can also read a summary of the book on Amazon.com or barnesandnoble.com.   

 Chinese Cinderella: The Story of an Unwanted Daughter by Adeline Yen Mah: In Chinese Cinderella, Adeline Yen Mah returns to her roots to tell 
the story of her painful childhood and her ultimate triumph and courage in the face of despair. Adeline's affluent, powerful family considers her 
bad luck after her mother dies giving birth to her. Life does not get any easier when her father remarries. She and her siblings are subjected to the 
disdain of her stepmother, while her stepbrother and stepsister are spoiled. Although Adeline wins prizes at school, they are not enough to 
compensate for what she really yearns for -- the love and understanding of her family. 

The Year We Disappeared by Cylin Busby:  When Cylin Busby was nine years old, she was obsessed with Izod clothing, the Muppets, and her pet 
box turtle. Then, in the space of a night, everything changed. Her police officer father, John, was driving to work when someone leveled a shotgun 
at his window. The blasts that followed left John’s jaw on the passenger seat of his car—literally. Overnight, the Busbys went from being the 
"family next door" to one under 24-hour armed guard, with police escorts to school, and no contact with friends. Worse, the shooter was still on 
the loose, and it seemed only a matter of time before he’d come after John—or someone else in the family—again. With their lives unraveling 
around them, and few choices remaining for a future that could ever be secure, the Busby family left everything and everyone they had ever 
known…and simply disappeared. 

The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion & the Fall of Imperial Russia written by Candace Fleming: Fleming deftly illuminates the fascinating life of 
Czar Nicholas II; his wife, Alexandra; and their children, describing their ostentatiously privileged upbringing, the dramatic fall of the Russian 
Empire, and their tragic deaths in this moving and insightful biography of Russia’s Romanov family. She unflinchingly exposes the flawed but human 
side of the royal family while simultaneously interweaving details about the rich historical context, from Rasputin and Lenin to the narratives of the 
poor and working class, told in excerpts from the diaries and letters of Russia’s peasants, factory workers, and soldiers. With captivating photos, 
extensive primary sources, and recent research about the fate of the Romanov family, Fleming tells a gripping, comprehensive story of life in a 
pivotal period of Russian history. 

The President Has Been Shot! The Assassination of John F. Kennedy written by James L. Swanson, James Swanson takes readers back in time with 
a thoroughly researched and tightly written narrative of John F. Kennedy’s assassination.  Beginning with a succinct introduction to Kennedy’s early 
life and presidential administration, Swanson sets the scene for a detailed and engaging examination of the events before, during, and after 
November 22, 1963, when JFK and Lee Harvey Oswald crossed paths in Dallas with tragic results 

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James L. Swanson:  Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with relatives of the 
conspirators and the manhunters, CHASING LINCOLN'S KILLER is a fast-paced thriller about the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild 
twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia.  Based on James 
Swanson's bestselling adult book MANHUNT: THE 12-DAY CHASE FOR LINCOLN'S KILLER, this young people's version is an accessible look at the 
assassination of a president, and shows readers Abraham Lincoln the man, the father, the husband, the friend, and how his death impacted those 
closest to him. 

Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History of the Vietnam War by Steve Sheinkin: A tense, narrative nonfiction account of what the 
Times deemed "the greatest story of the century": how whistleblower Daniel Ellsberg transformed from obscure government analyst into "the 
most dangerous man in America," and risked everything to expose years of government lies during the Nixon / Cold War era.On June 13, 1971, the 
front page of the New York Times announced the existence of a 7,000-page collection of documents containing a secret history of the Vietnam 
War. Known as The Pentagon Papers, these files had been commissioned by Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara. Chronicling every action the 
government had taken in the Vietnam War, they revealed a pattern of deception spanning over twenty years and four presidencies, and forever 
changed the relationship between American citizens and the politicians claiming to represent their interests. The investigation that resulted--as 
well as the attempted government coverups and vilification of the whistleblower--has timely relevance to Edward Snowden's more recent 
conspiracy leaks.  A provocative and political book that interrogates the meanings of patriotism, freedom, and integrity. 
 
Terrible Typhoid Mary: A True Story of the Deadliest Cook by Susan Campbell Bartoletti 
This well-researched biography of Mary Mallon, also known as Typhoid Mary, begins in 1906, when Mallon was hired as a cook for a wealthy family 
vacationing in Oyster Bay, Long Island. The outbreak of typhoid that swept through the household a few weeks later turned out to be a pivotal 
event that forever changed her life. George Soper, a sanitation engineer and typhoid expert, was hired to discover the source of the disease. He 
eventually determined that Mallon was what was known as a healthy carrier: although she experienced no symptoms of typhoid, her body 
continued to produce the bacteria, which she inadvertently shed. Soper took his discovery to the New York City Board of Health, and soon 
thereafter, Mallon was arrested and quarantined against her will on North Brother Island. Mallon has often been described as ignorant and a 
menace to society due to her refusal to stop working as a cook when she was later briefly released from quarantine. 
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 Simeon's Story: An Eyewitness Account of the Kidnapping of Emmett Till by Simeon Wright:  A 14-year-old black boy from Chicago visiting 
relatives in Mississippi in 1955, Till was taken from his uncle’s home by two white men; several days later, his body was found in the Tallahatchie 
River. This grotesque crime became the catalyst for the civil rights movement.  At age 12, author Simeon Wright saw and heard his cousin Emmett 
whistle at a white woman at a grocery store; he was sleeping in the same bed with him when Emmett was taken; and he was at the sensational 
trial. This is his gripping coming-of-age memoir. 

 
The Nazi Hunters: How a Team of Spies and Survivors Captured the World's Most Notorious Nazi by Neal Bascomb  
In 1945, at the end of World War II, Adolf Eichmann, the head of operations for the Nazis' Final Solution, walked into the mountains of Germany 
and vanished from view. Sixteen years later, an elite team of spies captured him at a bus stop in Argentina and smuggled him to Israel, resulting in 
one of the century's most important trials -- one that cemented the Holocaust in the public imagination. 
 
X: A Novel by Illyasah Shabazz and Kekla Magoon: Malcolm Little’s parents have always told him that he can achieve anything, but from what he 
can tell, that’s a pack of lies—after all, his father’s been murdered, his mother’s been taken away, and his dreams of becoming a lawyer have 
gotten him laughed out of school. There’s no point in trying, he figures, and lured by the nightlife of Boston and New York, he escapes into a world 
of fancy suits, jazz, girls, and reefer. But Malcolm’s efforts to leave the past behind lead him into increasingly dangerous territory. Deep down, he 
knows that the freedom he’s found is only an illusion—and that he can’t run forever.X follows Malcolm from his childhood to his imprisonment for 
theft at age twenty, when he found the faith that would lead him to forge a new path and command a voice that still resonates today. 
 
 
Popular: Vintage Wisdom for a Modern Geek written by Maya Van Wagenen  
This memoir of Maya Van Wagenen’s eighth grade year is one part 1950s popularity guidebook mixed with two parts courage and one truly 
modern geek girl. She uses Betty Cornell’s Teenage Popularity Guide to take on the social hierarchy of her school and manages to achieve 
acceptance and understanding. 
 
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as 
an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. 
Touching and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her place 
in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with 
reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she was to become. 
 

The Duel: The Parallel Lives of Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr by Judith St. George: In curiously parallel lives, Alexander Hamilton and Aaron 
Burr were both orphaned at an early age. Both were brilliant students who attended college: one at Princeton, the other at Columbia, both studied 
law. Both were young staff officers under General George Washington, and both became war heroes. Politics beckoned them, and each served in 
the newly formed government of the fledgling nation. Why, then, did these two face each other at dawn in a duel that ended with death for one 
and harsh criticism for the other? 

Symphony for the City of the Dead: Dmitri Shostakovich and the Siege of Leningrad by M.T. Anderson:  In September 1941, Adolf Hitler’s 
Wehrmacht surrounded Leningrad in what was to become one of the longest and most destructive sieges in Western history—almost three years 
of bombardment and starvation that culminated in the harsh winter of 1943–1944. More than a million citizens perished. Survivors recall corpses 
littering the frozen streets, their relatives having neither the means nor the strength to bury them. Residents burned books, furniture, and 
floorboards to keep warm; they ate family pets and—eventually—one another to stay alive. Trapped between the Nazi invading force and the 
Soviet government itself was composer Dmitri Shostakovich, who would write a symphony that roused, rallied, eulogized, and commemorated his 
fellow citizens—the Leningrad Symphony, which came to occupy a surprising place of prominence in the eventual Allied victory.This is the true 
story of a city under siege: the triumph of bravery and defiance in the face of terrifying odds. It is also a look at the power—and layered meaning—
of music in beleaguered lives. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Nazi-Hunters-Survivors-Captured-Notorious/dp/0545430992/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1402357391&sr=1-1&keywords=nazi+hunters+how+a+team+of+spies+and+survivors+captured+the+world%27s+most+notorious+nazi
http://www.amazon.com/Neal-Bascomb/e/B00DVQ8NCC/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1402357391&sr=1-1
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Book #3 Assignment  

 
While Reading: have a bunch of post-its stuck in the inside cover of your book (at least 6) and an index card  

 
 Create an index card to use as a book mark while reading this book.   

 Put the title, author, and your name on the card. 

 Write 6-10 questions that you have while reading (You can do more! If you need a second card, please 
staple them together.) 

 
Complete 6 post-its during the reading of this book 
 
2 should be labeled: “Surprises/ Grabber”  

 Write about what surprised you / grabbed your attention.  Explain why it surprised you or why it 
caught your attention. 

 Include the p. # on the post-it and your initials 
 

2 should be labeled: “Inferences” 

 Make an inference about a person in the book.   
Example: I can infer that Cylin was pretending to be optimistic.  Then explain the inference.  Cylin knew her 
family had already suffered a lot and she didn’t want them to know that she was struggling, too.   

 Include the p. # on the post-it and your initials 
 

2 post-its should be labeled: “Opinion / thoughts” 

 Write 3-4 sentences giving your thoughts/opinions: one should be done half-way through the book 
AND one should be done at the end of the book. 

 Include the p. # on the post-it and your initials 
 
Try to “spread out” your post-its.  Do post-its for the beginning, middle, and the end of the book. If your 
worried about losing the post-its, you can stick them on a blank page in your notebook when you have 
completed the book.   

 
  In your composition notebook, do the following: 

 Write the title, author, and # of pages 

 Write a 6-8 sentence summary of your book. 
Your summary should include: 

 the title and author of the book 
 the main idea of the book 
 specific text details that support the main idea 
 the setting, conflict,  and the main character should be included  

 

 Draw the number of stars you give this book and write 6-8 sentences giving your thoughts about the 
book.  Consider: What did you like/ dislike? Did it change your thinking about something? Did it make 
you think about something you never thought about before? Share the thoughts you had while reading 
this book.   
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NOTE:  You will be giving a “Book Talk” about this book to a 
small group of peers in October 


