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Dear Students, 

 

We are pleased to announce our first shared summer reading text, Between the World and Me, by Ta-

Nehisi Coates. This summer, all of our students in grades 9-12 are being asked to read this powerful text 

that Toni Morrison, has referred to as “profound, revelatory and required reading.”  

 

In a letter to his teenage son, Coates shares a series of revelatory experiences, from his childhood in 

Baltimore, to Howard University to Civil War battlefields and the tragic death of his friend Prince Jones 

jr. The events build to the author’s awakening to the truth of his lived experiences. 

 

As this text brings to the foreground discussion of race and identity in America, we are asking each of 

our students to do the following this summer: 

 

 Read the text in its entirety 

 

 Select one passage from Coates writing on each of the following experiences: Childhood in 

Baltimore, Howard University, Civil War battlefields, and the death of Prince Jones jr.—4 

passages in total. Passages from the text should be ones that struck you as either relevant to the 

title of the text, relevant to your own world view / sense of identity, or relevant to current events.  

 

 For each of the four passages you’ve selected, please complete the following: 

1) Type each passage out at the top of an 8.5” X 11” paper. Beneath each passage, include the 

page number(s) in the text where the passage is located.  

2) Beneath each passage, write a 1-2 paragraph reaction / analysis where you demonstrate how 

the passage you’ve identified is either tied to the title of the text, your own world view / 

sense of identity, or to a relevant current event.  

 

 Format your writing in Arial or Times New Roman Font (size 12) and include a heading with 

your full name, grade and the date (Upper left corner). 

 

Extension (Optional):  

Write a poem titled “Between the World and Me” where you depict 1 or more revelatory experiences 

that have shaped your identity / world view. Type your poem and limit to one page or less of writing. 

Or 

Write a poem titled “Between the World and Me” where you respond to 1 or more of the revelatory 

experiences in the life of the author. Type your poem and limit to one page or less of writing. 

 

When crafting the poem, consider the following: How might you challenge yourself by writing within a 

specific form: Haiku, Villanelle, Elegy?  

 

For support in understanding the above poetic forms, please visit: 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/resources/learning/glossary-terms 

 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/resources/learning/glossary-terms
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