
 

 

 

 

NEST+m Sixth Grade Summer Reading 2017  
 

Dear Sixth Graders, 

 

 This summer you will read at least three books.  In Middle School, we want to continue to read 

independently on a daily basis, grow as readers, and enjoy what we read.  Although I am requiring that 

you read only THREE books this summer, you can read more.  

  

Your assignments will be typed and printed.  This is good practice for middle school, when you will be 

required to type many assignments. If you need to practice your typing skills, please visit one of these 

sites: http://www.typingweb.com/ or  http://typingclub.com/.  

  

A few other things . . . 

● Since these assignments aren’t due on the first day of school, you can ask me questions when 

we meet if you are confused about any parts of the assignment.  

● You will need to edit and revise the assignments as we review in class. Please save the 

document somewhere where you will be able to access it again.  

● All typed assignments in 6th grade ELA must be double-spaced in 12-point Times New Roman 

font.  

● You may choose to read all of the books at the beginning of the summer, but remember that we 

will be using these books in lessons in September. Please take notes on your reading or review 

the stories at the end of summer so that you can recall details in class.  

  

I look forward to meeting you in September. Happy reading, and enjoy your summer! 

Talie Diamond 

NatalieDiamond@nestmk12.net 

 

Summer Reading Checklist Due 

❏ Read I Am Malala and your chosen 

book from Assignment 2.  

9/8 

❏ Complete I Am Malala Assignment 9/8 

❏  Complete Assignment 2 9/15 

❏ Read Wonder or Auggie & Me 9/18 

http://www.typingweb.com/
http://typingclub.com/
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SUMMER READING BOOK #1: School-Wide Book 
 

We are excited to announce our first NEST+m K-12 shared summer reading adventure. We will 

read Malala Yousafzai’s inspiring memoir, I am Malala.  Malala Yousafzai is a Pakistani activist 

for female education, and the youngest ever Nobel Prize winner.  Malala is an inspirational 

figure who is sure to captivate you.   
 

Our Grades 6-8 Summer Assignment for Our School-Wide Book 

Read the memoir, I am Malala, by Malala Yousafzai  (Young Readers Edition). This memoir is 

widely available in public libraries and bookstores.    
 Publisher: Little, Brown Books for Young Readers (ISBN-10: 0316327913) 

 

SUMMER READING BOOK #1 Assignment: School-Wide Book 

In the preface to Malala’s memoir, her father writes: “It is the elder generation’s duty to teach 

children the universal human values of truth, fairness, justice and equality. For this purpose, 

we have two institutions: families and schools. Education, whether at home or in the classroom, 

has the power to promote acceptance of others’ views and to challenge biases and bigotry.” 
 

After reading, I am Malala, identify what you consider to be the four (4) most powerful 

passages that connect to the bolded words in the above text. Please do at least 3 different 

types of responses. These responses should be typed:  

❖ Write a 1/2 page response to the passage. How does this passage either represent or 

defy one of the universal human values of truth, fairness, justice or equality? What 

impact did the experience described in this passage have on Malala’s life? 

❖ Write a 1/2 page text-to-self connection. Why did you connect to this passage? What 

moment or time in your own life did it remind you of? How did Malala’s actions either 

mirror or differ from your own? 

❖ Write a list, a found poem, or a free verse poem (minimum 10 lines) from the point of 

view of Malala or that captures the significance of the selected passage. If writing a list 

poem, use one of the following openings: Fairness is… / Justice is…/ Equality is.../ 

Education is... and finish each line with a concrete image inspired by Malala’s 

experiences.  

Here is a link to an example of a list poem by Raymond Carver: 

http://www.americanpoems.com/poets/carver/11774 

Here is a link to found poem directions from The New York Times found poem contest: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/05/learning/our-eighth-annual-found-poem-

student-contest.html?_r=0 

  

http://www.americanpoems.com/poets/carver/11774
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/05/learning/our-eighth-annual-found-poem-student-contest.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/05/learning/our-eighth-annual-found-poem-student-contest.html?_r=0
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❖ Write a series of  5  Haiku poems with vivid imagery in response to the passage. A haiku 

poem has the following structure:  

Line one (5 syllables) 

Line two (7 syllables) 

Line three (5 syllables) 

See some great examples of haiku poems here: 

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems?field_form_tid=414 

 

Summer Reading Book  #2: Choice Book 

Choose ONE book from this list.  Please don’t choose a book that you previously read (I trust that you will be 

honest about this.) You can also read a summary of the book on Amazon.com or barnesandnoble.com.   

Realistic Fiction and Science Fiction  
  

A Mango Shaped Space (Wendy Mass) 

Liar and Spy (Rebecca Stead) 

The Mysterious Benedict Society (Trenton Lee 

Stewart) 

Hoot (Carl Hiaasen)  

 
  

 

 

Historical Fiction and Nonfiction 

Chains (Laurie Halse Anderson) 

The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate (Jacqueline Kelly) 

The Dark Game: True Spy Stories (Paul B. 

Janeczko) 
  

Bomb (Steve Sheinkin) 

Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story About 

Brain Science (John Fleischman)  

Women in Science (Rachel Ignotofsky) 
 

  
SUMMER READING BOOK #2 Assignment 

Please type this assignment on a single page.   

1. Write the title, author, genre (realistic fiction, fantasy, historical fiction, non fiction) and # of 

pages at the top of the page 

2. Write two questions about this book that you would like to discuss with your classmates. 

Think about questions you have a lot to say about or questions you had while you were reading. 

3. Answer one of your two questions in a full paragraph. Please use at least 3 details from the 

book and write in complete sentences.  

 

Some question stems you might consider are: 

● Why did the author… 

● Why did the character… 

● Would I have done the same thing if I were in ____’s position? 

● How did ____ affect ____? 

You may also consider text-to-self, text-to-text or text-to-world connections.  

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems?field_form_tid=414
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SUMMER READING BOOK #3: Class Text 

Middle school comes with plenty of changes and challenges. To help us think empathetically 

and consider different perspectives, please read Wonder by R.J. Palacio. If you have already 

read Wonder, please read its companion book, Auggie & Me. We will use these books for in-

class writing and reflections.  

 

While you’re reading, fill in the chart on the next page. Choose any three major characters to 

consider. As you think about ways to help, consider specific advice you would give, actions you 

might take or even resources you might recommend.  
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Name: __________________________________ 

Character: _____________________________ 

What problem is he/she 
facing? 

How would you help him or her? 

Character: _____________________________ 

What problem is he/she 
facing? 

How would you help him or her? 

Character: _____________________________ 

What problem is he or she 
facing? 

How would you help him or her? 

 


