
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEST+m Seventh Grade Summer Reading 2017  
 

Dear Seventh Graders, 

 

This summer you will read at least three books.  In Middle School, we want to continue to read 

independently on a daily basis, grow as readers, and enjoy what we read.  Although I am requiring that 

you read only THREE books this summer, you can read more.  

  

Your assignments will be completed in a BLUE marble composition notebook.  This will be the 

composition notebook that we will use in English class next year.  Please make sure this is a new 

notebook. It must be a composition notebook—not a spiral-bound notebook.  

  

A few other things . . . 

● Bring an independent reading book and the composition notebook on the first day of school. 

● Since these assignments aren’t due on the first day of school, you can ask me questions when 

we meet if you are confused about any parts of the assignment.  

● When writing responses, use only blue/black pen or pencil in your composition. Don’t use 

markers in your composition notebook; however, you can use colored pens/ fine tip markers for 

decorative purposes.  

● Please date all notebook entries. 

● If you prefer to type, you must paste typed entries into your composition notebook.   All typed 

entries must be double-spaced; 12 point font.  

  

I look forward to meeting you in September. Happy reading, and enjoy your summer! 

Ellen Sands 

esands@schools.nyc.gov 

 
 

Summer Reading Checklist Due 

❏ Read three books Recommended schedule: 

Book #1 finish by 7/26 

Book #2 finish reading by 8/23 

Book #3 finish reading by 9/21 (last official day of 

summer) 

❏ Complete Book #1 Assignment 9/8 

❏  Complete Book #2 Assignment 9/15 

❏ Complete Book #3 Assignment 10/2 
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SUMMER READING BOOK #1: School-Wide Book 
 

We are excited to announce our first NEST+m K-12 shared summer reading adventure. We will 

read Malala Yousafzai’s inspiring memoir, I am Malala.  Malala Yousafzai is a Pakistani activist 

for female education, and the youngest ever Nobel Prize winner.  Malala is an inspirational 

figure who is sure to captivate you.   
 

Our Grades 6-8 Summer Assignment for Our School-Wide Book 

Read the memoir, I am Malala, by Malala Yousafzai  (Young Readers Edition). This memoir is 

widely available in public libraries and bookstores.    
 Publisher: Little, Brown Books for Young Readers (ISBN-10: 0316327913) 

 

SUMMER READING BOOK #1 Assignment: School-Wide Book 

In the preface to Malala’s memoir, her father writes: “It is the elder generation’s duty to teach 

children the universal human values of truth, fairness, justice and equality. For this purpose, we 

have two institutions: families and schools. Education, whether at home or in the classroom, has 

the power to promote acceptance of others’ views and to challenge biases and bigotry.” 
 

After reading, I am Malala, identify what you consider to be the four (4) most powerful 

passages that connect to the bolded words in the above text. Write out or copy each passage 

(and paste in your notebook) you select into your BLUE marbled composition notebook (This is 

the notebook you will be using all year in 7th Grade)  Then use the following prompts to 

respond to the passage in writing (please do at least 3 different types of responses):  

❖ Write a 1/2 page response to the passage. How does this passage either represent or 

defy one of the universal human values of truth, fairness, justice or equality? What 

impact did the experience described in this passage have on Malala’s life? 

❖ Write a 1/2 page text-to-self connection. Why did you connect to this passage? What 

moment or time in your own life did it remind you of? How did Malala’s actions either 

mirror or differ from your own? 

❖ Write a list, a found poem, or a free verse poem (minimum 10 lines) from the point of 

view of Malala or that captures the significance of the selected passage. If writing a list 

poem, use one of the following openings: Fairness is… / Justice is…/ Equality is.../ 

Education is... and finish each line with a concrete image inspired by Malala’s 

experiences.  

Here is a link to an example of a list poem by Raymond Carver: 

http://www.americanpoems.com/poets/carver/11774 

Here is a link to found poem directions from The New York Times found poem contest: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/05/learning/our-eighth-annual-found-poem-

student-contest.html?_r=0 

  

http://www.americanpoems.com/poets/carver/11774
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/05/learning/our-eighth-annual-found-poem-student-contest.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/05/learning/our-eighth-annual-found-poem-student-contest.html?_r=0
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❖ Write a series of  5  Haiku poems with vivid imagery in response to the passage. A haiku 

poem has the following structure:  

Line one (5 syllables) 

Line two (7 syllables) 

Line three (5 syllables) 

See some great examples of haiku poems here: 

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems?field_form_tid=414 

 

 

SUMMER READING BOOK #2 

 

Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt (you must bring this book to school with you all of 

September & October) 

 

SUMMER READING BOOK #2 Assignment 

 

 In your BLUE composition notebook, do the following: 

--Write the title, author, and # of pages 

--Write a 6-8 sentence summary of your book. 

 Your summary should include: 

● the title and author of the book 

● the main idea of the book 

●  specific text details that support the main idea 

●  the setting, conflict,  and the main character should be included  

 

WRITTEN RESPONSES: 

 The title of the story, Fish in a Tree, reflects Albert Einstein’s quotation: “Everybody is a genius. 

But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life believing that it is 

stupid.”  

 

1. Write the quote in your notebook 

 

On page 158, Mr. Daniels inspires Ally with a quote sometimes attributed to Albert Einstein: 

“Everyone is smart in different ways. But if you judge a fish on its ability to climb a tree, it will 

spend its whole life thinking it’s stupid.” 

 

❏  Research the origin of the quote, and discuss the meaning and purpose of such a quote. 

❏  When might someone feel as if he or she is a fish in a tree? Give a specific example.   

Have you ever felt this way? If not, have you ever seen someone else feel this way.  

Describe the situation and your feelings. 

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems?field_form_tid=414
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❏   How does  this quotation speaks to Ally and her experiences? How is it a turning point 

for her. 

 

2.  There are several themes communicated throughout the text. 

Choose a one of these themes and write it in your notebook on a new page 

●  The power of possibility and believing in yourself. (p. 177) • Be yourself. Be who you 

are. (p. 184)  

● The power of the words we say to one another. P. 3, (p. 185)  

● The power of saying I’m having trouble instead of I can’t. (p. 197, p. 262)  

● Everyone is unique and special. (p. 221)  

● The value of grit and determination. (p. 240)  

● Perseverance. (p. 242, 243)  

● Everyone has struggles to overcome. (p. 246) 

● Believe in others. (p. 266) 

 

 

Write a short response where you: 

❏ Explain the presence of the theme throughout the book 

❏ Use two text detail to support your response 

❏ Explain how this theme can be applied to used to guide you through this new school year. 
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SUMMER READING BOOK #3 
Choose ONE book from this list.  Please don’t choose a book that you previously read (I trust that you will be 

honest about this.)  If you need a recommendation, feel free to see me during homeroom in Room 317, or ask a 

friend. You can also read a summary of the book on Amazon.com or barnesandnoble.com.  If you already read 

the book I listed here, but there is another book in the series that you haven’t read yet, you may read that book. 

Or if there is something recently published that you really want to read, go for it! I love getting details about the 

latest books. 

HISTORICAL FICTION: 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
Front Lines by Michael Grant 
Midnight Without Moon by Linda Williams Jackson 
Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson (*will connect to grade 7 
Social Studies ) 
Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk 
The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 
The Hired Girl by Laura Amy Schlitz 
Chasing Secrets by Gennifer Choldenko 
Stella and Starlight by Sharon M. Draper 
Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko 
The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to a Nation: 
Volume One by M.T. Anderson 
The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 
REALISTIC FICTION: 

Elsewhere by Gabrielle Zevin (some fantasy, too) 
The Hate You Give by Angie Thomas  
Summerlost by Ally Condie  
Fuzzy Mud by Louis Sacher 
Ghost by James Reynolds 
Unfriended by Rachel Vail 
Well, That Was Awkward by Rachel Vail 
 The Crossover by Kwame Alexander (sports) 
Goodbye Stranger by Rebecca Stead 
Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 
Every Soul a Star by Wendy Mass 
The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen 
Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick 
We Were Liars by E. Lockheart 
Lily and Dunkin by Donna Gephart 
Posted by John David Anderson 
Hello Universe  by Erin Entrada Kelly 
My Seventh Grade Life in Tights by Brooks Benjamin 
Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan (fantasy, historical, AND realistic) 
FANTASY/SCI-FI: 

 Legend by Marie Lu 

 Shadow and Bone by Leigh Berdugo 

Dodger by Terry Pratchett (fantasy+historical fiction) 

Uglies by Scott Westerfeld 

Enders Game by Orson Scott Card 

The Rithmatist by Brandon Sanderson 

The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer 

Leviathan by Paul Westerfield (fantasy + historical fiction) 

Challenger Deep by Neal Shusterman 

The Young Elites by Marie Lu 

Eragon by Christopher Paolini 

MYSTERY/SUSPENSE: 

York by Laura Ruby 

 

The Bully Book by Eric Kahn Gale 

 
Masterminds by Gordon Korman 

Jackaby by William Ritter (mystery + historical fiction) 

Thirteen Chairs by Dave Shelton 

Curiosity by Gary Blackwood 

 Greenglass House by Kate Milford (Mystery) 

 Down the Rabbit Hole by Peter Abrahams 

 

NOTEWORTHY CLASSICS (**if you choose from this list, you 

are to read an unabridged edition) 

FANTASY: 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll 

The Hobbit by JRR Tolkien 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

Fairy Tales from the Brothers Grimm by Philip Pullman (ISBN- 

0607002497X) 

20, 000 Leagues Under the Sea by Jules Verne 

The Time Machine by H.G. Wells 

War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells 

The Little Prince by Antoine De Saint-Exupery 

REALISTIC FICTION/HISTORICAL FICTION: 

The Red Pony by John Steinbeck 

Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 

Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 

MYSTERY: 

And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie 

The Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
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The Inquistor’s Tale: Or, The Three Magical Children and 

Their Holy Dog by Adam Gidwitz 

Frogkisser by Garth Nix 

Sabriel by Garth Nix 

The Crown of Wishes by Roshani Chokshi 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 

 

 

  
SUMMER READING BOOK #3 Assignment 

 

In your composition notebook, do the following: 

1.      Write the title, author, and # of pages 

2.       Write a 6-8 sentence summary of your book. 

 

Your summary should include: 

❏   the title and author of the book 

❏   the main idea of the book 

❏   specific text details that support the main idea 

❏ the setting, conflict,  and the main character should be included 

  

3.   Draw the number of stars you give this book 

 Write 6-8 sentences giving your thoughts about the book.  

 Consider: 

 What did you like/ dislike?  

Did it change your thinking about something?  

Did it make you think about something you never thought about before?  

Share the thoughts you had while reading this book.  

YOU MUST INCLUDE TWO SPECIFIC TEXT DETAILS IN YOUR RESPONSE 

  

  

NOTE:  You will be giving a “Book Talk” about this book to a small group of 

peers the end of September / beginning of October 

  


